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by its. Director General las Mar* 
tin. will be arriving in Amman on 
March % for a five-day visit. The 
delegation wiB he dticrawng re- 
cent political ref orms and the 
democratisation pr ooe sa hi Jor- 
dan. according to an Amnesty 
spokesman. 

Algeria approve* 

21st political party 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
approved a 2bt politic*! party, 
the Socialist Wo rt Organisation, 
the official new agency APSstod 
Tuesday. The three leaden of the 


v **■ **2. 
Be ? a nba 32, 

reai mty,Di S3$ 

of 


rr- ^ptibfiar i 
“fence in the <ai 
of faL 

x 3 /tin a HAi. i? • 


vJiTTj 




MU 


iMl :•*►! .• J 


’hir.a. Whea thtf! 
'hinese folk imsc, fe: 
5eir heads, shah dr 
rs, and lay men e^- 
ig-owned dm he 
CNS) said Moah-1 
r, who farms aorst 
ske in the chj dfi 
udhebepntfecp 
ears ago. He’shspr 
stra eggs have 8 1 
aadsome S11J0HE 

: ather vom 
o regain M 


during the few-hom dash aster 
fixing rockets at an SEA pod at 
Zoumrayah inside- the “ scc ui it y 
zone. 1 " The guerrillas’ report 
could not. he in d epen de n tly eon* 
firmed. Israeli jets bombed a 
PFLP position on Friday, wound- 
ing two people. 

Military Jet crashes 

in Kuwait, pilot killed 

KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti air 
force Jet crashed during * night 
trainifig mason, fettling the pact, 
the Defence Ministry announced 
Tuesday. The wwiwwiry gave no 
detail as to the type of The plane 
bat said it was cm a routine 
tranang mission what ft crashed, 
killing Hashed AI Mntiri. In- 
formed sources said the aircraft 
was a U.S.-nude Sfeyhawfc fight- 
er-bomber. The statement did 
not specify where the plane 


Yugoslav president 
briefs Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Yugoslavia 
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political changes sweeping East- 
ern Europe. Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedto said, Sedkj 
was yjdrfwg to r eporter s after a 
90-minute meeting between 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and Yugoslav leader Janes 
Dmovsek who arrived m Cairo 


Dmovs c k who arrived in Cairo 
Monday. **The Yugoslav pi es* - 
dent ibcosBcd (be qgVefenDcsis 
in £ailecn Eun^e w gave 
Egyptians a full picture of what is 
happening and what to expect in 
the future,” Sedki said without 
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Curfew 
in Baku, Iran says 

NICOSIA <R) — Moscow is 
tightening a curfew at Baku, 
capital of Soviet Azerbaijan, 
ahead of Friday’s planned memo- 
rial cere mo ny for people killed 

there by the Soviet army test 
month, the Inman news agency 
IRNA re po r te d Tuesday, ft 
emoted a statement broadcast by 
Bab Radio as saying no c»s 
would be allowed to e n t er Baku 

from Wednesday to prevent any 
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would be reinforced at mrinttrial 
and ceafies and pnblir 

g athwingt other Swa the cere* 
nosy were forbidden, it said. 
Friday's ceremony narks m firadi- 
tioa the 40th day after the deaths 
of people Hifad when Soviet 
tank* and troop* smashed theft- 
way into Baku to pot down what 
thc Ki cmliu called a Patioaafct 
revolt 


Israel extends 
closure of Arab 
universities 


1 


new party are Mustapha Benmo- 
haromad. Louisa Hanonn and 
Abdcrrahmanc Harfoudni. the 
agency said. It gave no details of 
the party's p rogramme or ideolo- 
gy. Algeria a in the midst of 
tramitian from a mon ol it hi c one- 
party state to a ttoRtperty demo- 
cracy . The 6m aashipeny elec- 
tions, for local conadh. will take 
place later tins year. Other par- 
ties Cwmip iusci to 

PFLPsays4SLA 
men killed or Injured 

RASAAYA <R) — Pro-Israeli 
militiamen dated with Paksti- 


RAM ALLAH, occopied West 
Bank (R) — braes, ignoring 
Arab and Western protests, 
Tuesday that ft would 

keep Palestinian sniveisitiei 
dosed for at least three more 

ffi KWhf 

A spokesman for tbs army’s 
"civil admhnstratim’* said a/y 
woe orders expiring Wednesday 
had been extended until the end 
of May. Previous donnas have 
nsosSy been for one month only. 

The decision defied repeated 
protests by At Europ ea n Com* 
mushy, winch has threatened to 
suspend scientific cooperation 
wkc braeft nm v cxri ae* over the 


would be re-opened in stages, 
partially meeting Palestinian de- 
mands. 

ZBegal tax eoflection 
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Smdenti held sit-ins at educa- 
tional institution* across the occu- 


» demand tint the six Arab 
universities in toe occupied terri- 
tories be re-opened. 

&nci*- the cm* 

p o res were centres of unrest, 
dosed them imnwffiatdy after 
the Palestinian untiring erupted 
m Dece mb er 1997, 

In RamafUh, 12 kikHnetres 
north of Jerusalem, troops 
ord e red high school students to 
leave the headquarters of (be 
town’s school administration af- 
ter a two-bour occupation. 

As the students spread through 
the centre of town, hundreds of 
youths threw stories at sok&ecs 
and care be aring Israeli licence 
plates. Israeli troop* fired back 
with tear-gas and arrested some 
60 P a lestinian * 

*T want uafaciri tica and dosed 
schools to be opened." said a 

ris$&aa $$i usd yoEfod 
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“Mv bretikex shoold 2 D to mti- 


wno oecBsed to ssvc tut name. 
"And I would go the year after." 

Other students bad occupied 
the Red Cross offiee in RamsUah 
tod thaht duooogtxttiotu were 
reported by Meatimans in Jeru- 
salem and Hebron. 

At a new* conference in west 
Jerusalem Monday representa- 
tives of the 14^)00 mriveoity stu- 
dents .said they would ester the 
campuses as soon, as the cuiipit 
closure order expired 
Wednesday. 

Attention also was drawn to 
the universities by Israel’s 
announcement that 14 commun- 
ity colleges in the West Bank 


An Israeli human rights group 
on Tuesday accused the army of 
c oB c cring (axes in the occup ied 
territories illegally and using tax 
enforcement as a weapon against 
the uprising. 

The report from B’tselem 
group said the army confiscated 
identity earth from Palestinians 
who did not pay taxes and 
ordered relatives of tax evader* 
» pay up. 

This was in spite of a supreme 
court riEim; last year that con- 
fiscation of identity cards for tax 
purposes was illegal. A defence 
ministry official told Reuter* 
troops bad been ordered not to 
take identity cards from tax delin- 
quents. 

The author of the B'tselem 
report said she did not know bow 
much tax revenue was collected 
through illegal means. 

The report did not investigate 
whether Israel had the tight 
under international law to impose 
mcome, pumiripal ^nd value- 
added tax on the Arris in tile 
occupied lands. 

But it said Israel generally en- 
forced tax coHectiao according to 
the letter of Israeli law while 
violating its spirit by sweeping use 
of arrest, confiscation of property 
and collective punishment to 
su pt o ss the Palestinian up- 
rising, 

fire but year for daring the West 
Bank town of Bett Sahour for 42 
days to break a tax boycott. Tax 
officials backed by troops confis- 
cated $1.5 nriHtan worth of goods 
from shops and homes. 

“(fat the occupied territories) 
the law is applied without con- 
sidering the alternative. Tax op- 
erations, raids and roadblocks are 
decrees that an entire community 
must suffer again and again," the 

0 BCKfn FcpOfT SflMI, 

B'tselem accused the army of 
faffing to use surplus tax revenue 
for public projects in the West 
Bank and Gaza, arguing that tax 
collection thus lacked legal justi- 






Egypt unveils plan to counter 


Soviet influx to Palestine 


King holds talks 
with leaders of 
Bahrain, Qatar 
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KhaHfoh upon arrival fa Manama (rare photo). 


Rabin: Israel will 
accept U.S. proposals 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said Tuesday he was sure the 
Jewish state would support the 
latest U.S. proposal for peace 
talks with Palestinians. 

“I believe the proposal will get 
tiie support of the majority (of 
the cabinet)... the decision will be 
taken in foe coming days, in a 
week or 10 days,” Rabin de- 
clared. 

He was speaking to visiting 
U.S. Jewish leaders. 

. Rabin, a key member of the 
Labour Party, said the opportun- 


Washington last Friday. 

Army radio said at the 
weekend that Washington 
wanted two activists — one expel- 
led Palestinian and one who 
works in Arab Jerusalem — in- 
cluded in the Palestinian delega- 
tion to bridge the gap between 
Israel and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Rabin said that as defence 
minister be could allow an expel- 
led Palestinian to return to the 


. Kara, a xey memoer or toe “It will not be foe first time. 
Labour Party, said the opportun- There are precedents." be said, 
^tomove toward* peace should- -refrft y deSSt tahcg by Ariel 
n*J!fc . Sharon when he was defence 

riparian of expdBed PalestiSans SesSan in 1981. 
or Palestinians from Arab Jem- . ,v* 

salem in braeli-Pakstinian talks 
^ld no. biock 4e ta 

"We cannot be obstacles to ” 

nmvmg ahead," Rabin said. ***** ex P cQai Palestnnana or 

Political sources closed to 
right-wing Prime Mink trr Yit- 
zhak Shamir said Monday he was 
Ekdy to yield to pressures from 
tiie United States and his Labour 


"The tax en fo rce me nt system 
baa become political as well as an 

(Con tinued on page 3) 


tiie United States and.his Labour 
partners in tiie "national unity" 
gov e r nm ent to advance peace 
efforts. 

His Likud Party is deeply split 
over the issue and Shamir bias not 
yet said publicly whether he win 


of State James Baker to Israeli 
Foreign Minister Mosbe Arens in 


Arab Jerusalem, saying that 
Israel would be conceding a 
Palestinian right of return and 
opening the status of Jerusalem 
to negotiation. 

Rabin said tiie crucial factor in 
im plementin g Israel's initiative 
was the extent to which Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
.believed in it. 

“Whoever wants to start a 
peace process in Israel has to start 
w ith the Palestinians. There is no 
other way,” he said. 


Civilians continue to flee east Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP)— Ovffians lack- 
ing food, water or money and 
fearing a renewed outbreak of 

uylyflg MWKIA tnu lOfCM ZsCu 

foe embattled Christian enclave 
Tuesday. 

Day-long exchange* of sniper 

QTQ SCTOU IOC OWHXy BRDtmQ 

gateway which links Benue’s two 
cectoei <fi d; not p reven t sad 
gioopB of origans from cnuing 
the no-man’s larid to yred omi- 
nastiy Musfim west Beirut. 

A poGce spokesman said tiie 
majority of the evacuees left the 
embattled Christian enclave 
through gateways at its northern 
and ftwh i^Knp to the 

Akfcar plaia and the Bekka Val- 
^^tenadri^tns abo fled the 


Metin mountains controlled by 
troops of renegade General 
Michel Aoon northeast of Beirut 
to safer areas in the Druze-faeld 
Cbocrf mountains and South 
Lritenon. 

The spokesman, who cannot be 
named m fine with regriatioos, 
said five people were wounded by 
sniper fire in various districts of 

The fight between Samir 
Gcagca's Lebanese Forces mifitia 
and Aeon's troops has killed at 
least 694 pecnrfe and wounded 
1,930 since it broke out Jan. 30. 
A sh&key ceasefire has been in 
effect since Feb. 17. 

In addition to fearing renewed 


warfare, the enclave's population 
suffers fr om chronic shortages in 


food and water supplies, fuel, 
cooking gas and cash, the police 
spokesman said. 

"All civil servants and most of 
the private sector's employees 
haven't been paid their salaries 
for January because of the 
dashes,** t hf fpo fc m m pfl s rid. 

Most banks in the east have 
been dosed since Jan. 30. 

Acc o rd ing to police estimates, 
about 110,000 dvffians of tiie 
enclave's population of one mil- 
lion have fled. 

American aid 

The office of President Elias 
Hrawi said he received a letter 
from ' U.S. President George 
Bush pledging financial aid to 


Lebanon. 

Hrawi’s office, in a st at eme n t , 
said Bush pledged S250,000 in 
emergency aid for victims of the 
violence in Lebanon, in addition 
to S7.5 million in economic aid 
and food aid worth S14 ndffion. 


to the pofioe spokesman, sharply 
increased after the mediation 
committee foiled Monday to 
achieve any progress in efforts to 
reopen roads Knkmg the embat- 
tled districts of east Beirut. 

The three-member committee 
said in a statement Tuesday it was 
deter mined to proce ed with its 
efforts "despite the obstacles we 
are faring,” indndtng failure to 
arrange a meeting between Aoon 
and Geanea. 


Soviet legislature approves stronger presidency 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — puflet, the borer parent body cnv t ri tn cy anywhere fa foe rfHw»_ 


(wties, the l a rger parent body 
at foe Sapmar Soviet, b to 
nnt Ma rch 12-13 to elect a 


afore despite objections that it 
waafld put too ranch power fa 
Ac past 

Amid riwote ef peeteit front 
lawmakers who bad waned af 
foe dan g er s at 4datot*ttp, 
Gorbachev caSed foe vole far 
foe p ropo sa l "a great p sK tintf 

c rent fa foe hhtocy of our 


emergency anywhere fa the 
Sorifo Union. 

He would aho hare the right 
to propose to foe Supreme 



moral of. foe prin t 


pose a state of 


haste to get the measure 
approved, Kudryavtsev eng- 
gestod fo e prerid eat e hoedd fa- 
ftfafty be el e ct ed far fa nr years 
by foe Chopras of Feepfc’s 
Degrades, rather than di re c tly 
by foe electorate. 


h a - sharp departure bra 


Ike Supreme Sorbs voted 
347-24, with 43 abstentions, in 


creation of foe prerfdcncy Is 
pria dfr fc. The htthow | m to 
font «fl watiff 

oaed dnrhig Tuesday’* heated 


nautet Tarty chief and head of 
pwi i aural, k esraffared foe 
ffifoiy AM president, gfog* 
he has deefoHd to ray if to 

WUUJU DC I ODMBOW* 

W ifHiy prtinM io pm* 

Meat by Vlafonifr.Kmfaynvt. 
ter, ri t e presid e nt of foe Soviet 


provides far foe direct el e cti on 
far a fli o- pn period of foe 
country** w w m»— leader by 


lead to foe wfeefora of Gor- 
bachrr — worid fospeoee with 
foe need far a lengthy dectioa 


dates wS have to be aged 35 or deM to take office as soon as 


The Gmgrestof People's Be. 


the light to de cla r e 
war fa foe rat the conatry 
were attiritfd and to fa ip ou e 
martial law or a state of 


Since foe rariy days of foe 
1917 BoWkrft Rcvofatilon, 
sapreme power has bees 
Wielded by lead m more on 
brail of their poshlon wtthfa 
foe rcmniuulft Party appar- 
atus thaw through elected 


iMKitf cwi c Q nr i iDontr 
trwttfloiHl pkooc of two of 
three years to rifaw newly 


pfa to iM 
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DOHA (Agencies) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Tuesday held 
talks with tiie leaders of Bahrain 
and Qatar on bilateral relations 
and the latest developments in 
the Middle East region after simi- 
lar discussions with the emir of 
Kuwait Monday. 

The King arrived in Doha 
Tuesday evening from Bahrain 
on a two-day visit to Qatar from 
Bahrain, where he held talks with 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AI Khali- 
fa on bilateral relations and Arab 
and international issues, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported. It 
said the King was to bold similar 
talks with the emir of Qatar. 
Sheikh Hamxnad Ben Khalifa AI 
Thani. 


The King is accompanied by a 
delegation comprising Prime 
Minister Modal Badran, Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeb and Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AI Qascm. 

King Hussein and the delega- 
tion arrived in Bahrain early 
Tuesday from Kuwait, which was 
the first stop in the King's present 
tour of the Arab Golf. 

The King held talks with 
Kuwaiti leader Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad AI Sabah on bilateral 
relations and the latest world 
developments and their impact 

(Continued on rase 3) 


House debates complaints 
about deputies’ ‘excesses’ 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Repeater 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament held its first closed 
session Tuesday, with the debate 
centring on the performance of 
the various House committees 
and on complaints about "exces- 
ses” by some deputies as well as 
on ways to regulate internal par- 
liamentary- procedures. 

Parliamentary sources said tiie 
four-hour session, attended by 
cabinet ministers, assailed the Fi- 
nance Committee for faffing to 
achieve progress in its task of 
investigating the causes of the 
Kingdom's economic crisis which 
erupted in 1988. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said de- 
puties expressed dissatisfaction 
with the performance af House 
committees in general but agreed 
to give the 15-member Finance 
Committee two weeks to present 
a report on its finding* to the 
House. 

They told the Jordan Times 
that the closed session, the first 
since the opening of parliament 
on Dec. 27, also dealt with com- 
plaints that some deputies were 
acting contrary to parliamentary 
practices by provoking public sec- 
tor employes to strike or to stage 
sit-ins to achieve political gains 
outride the perimetres of parlia- 
ment. 

“Some deputies have been ex- 
ploiting the social impact of the 


economic prices on wages to 
achieve political gains on the 
street,” a parliament member 
told the Jordan Times. U A few of 
them have been encouraging pub- 
lic sector workers to strike and 
perform sit-ins so as to gain better 
wages and improve working con- 
ditions.” 

However, be added, “they are 
politicising the problem in order 
to score successes at the expense 
of ' a pureiy' economic problem." 

The deputy said examples of 
such behaviour include the re- 
cently-resolved Petra Bank pro- 
test strike and labour protests by 
the workers of the Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories. 

“If they have something to say 
concerning these legitimate grie- 
vances," he said, “I do not see 
why they cannot tackle them in or 
through parliament,” die deputy 
added. 

Tuesday's session also discus- 
sed procedural issues such as reg- 
ulating parliamentary debates 
and problems that surfaced dur- 
ing the House’s budget session 
earlier this month. 

The closed session was origi- 
nally scheduled to debate the 
issue of Soviet Jewish migration 
and Israeli threats against Jordan 
and Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. But the presence of 
the prime minister outside Jor- 
dan, on a trip to the Gulf with His 
Majesty the King, made the 
House postpone discussion of 
these two issues until a future 
date. 


Difficult transition seen in Managua 


Washington soon to lift 
sanctions on Nicaragua 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush a dmi ni s tra tion's top Larin 
American diplomatic expert said 
Tuesday that U.S. economic 
sanctions imposed on Nicaragua 
in 1965 in a bid to topple the 
country’s leftist government 
would be lifted soon. 

Assistant Secret ar y of State 
Bernard Aronson made tbe com- 
ment in response to a reporter’s 
question as he entered a meeting 
between President George Bum 
and Republican and Democratic 
congressional leaders in the 
White House cabinet room. 

Asked when the sanctions 
would be lifted, Aronson replied: 


Bob, who Monday called tbe 
Nkartopm election triumph of 
opposition presidential candidate 
Vtaleta Chamorro a “victory for 
democracy” (tee p age 8), said 
removal of tbe sanctions was 
among the issues he would <fis- 
cult wnn me tqpiiMora. 

Chamorro, 60, was a rai pme 
winner over President Darnel 
Ortega in Sunday’s balloting hi 
the Central American country 
plagued by confl fai between foe 
kftst Santfiosta govenunest and 
foe U^.-badced contra rebels for 


In acclaiming die election re- 
sults, Bush said Monday that he 
would be conferring with Latin 
American leaders “about 
a p pr op riate economic and trade 
measures that we can take” to 
support the new government of 
Nicaragua. 

Soviet aid 

The Soviet Union is willing to 
continue economic aid to Nicar- 
agua under the newly-elected 
leadership and would consider 
mili tary cooperation if the need 
arose, a Moscow Foreign MmK- 
try official said Tuesday. 

Ion Bouriiai said Moscow re- 
spected the results of the Nicara- 


guan elections 

“The Soviet Union said it 
would respect the results and 
today we are confirming this posi- 
tion of oms,” Bouriiai, deputy 
bead of tbe Foreign Ministry's 
ijttiu American department, told 
a regular news conference in 
Moscow. 

Moscow has been providing 
200 million roubles (5333 million) 
annually in economic aid to 
Nicaragua on a credit basis, and 
25 urilKon tonnes of wheat and 
rice free of charge, Bouriiai said 


in response to a question. 

Difficult transition 

Meanwhile, with many Sandi- 
nistas unable to believe their de- 
feat in elections, Nicaragua's 
transition to a new government 
looks certain to be difficult and 
possibly violent 
The Sandinista press followed 
tbe lead of Ortega Tuesday by 
accepting the victory of tbe U.S.- 
backed National Opposition Un- 
ion (UNO) in Sunday’s presiden- 
tial and legislative polls, but 
added that the gain* of the re- 
volution would not be erased 
The official Sandinista p> 
paper Banicada said Ortega 
to the house of Chamorro 
day evening to congr ' 

He was accompan -eport- 
U.S. President Jam jbana- 
the heads of Unite' to fol- 
Orgroisarion of AiW been 
missions here toot 3 to de- 
tkms. ted to 


Banicada qnohdriprove 
saying be would fused by 

orderiy transition 

the new g ove ram *1 Sden- 

on April 25. ott** ““ 

to adopt 
(Continued develop- 
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^ ^oy heads for W. Germany 
SS^° undergo cornea surgery 


5 


Germany 


ofgjsJ * JMIIAM (J.T.J - Ths drawn of 


«c for bis eyes a being bdfilkd 

b^.Jast after &a cm drew the 
ccessfun.^ Cation of a scat BWny people, 
is^^fci^ijidjog His Majesty JGflgffu*- 

boarded ■ plane- Toe*- 


m i ucii m 

Raiding His Majesty 


^ Wr*^ 4: boarded a abut- Tn«- 

’oar^^sd N' fm w «* Germany, where 

■olofTk^W^ °P CT * t,on »® oh® plea. 

to Jordanian apuniie. 

- Bu&w AJ Tswfl and German 

u »6ar {W '■•MnehOd* *H*> offered w 


texUb Prince JU'd Ben Zcid, 
along whh the idatiweurf the boy 
ud society members, nw off tbc 
hew tqxJo depa rture . 

mate Rad took personal in. 
tcrest in th$ boy’s case and 
arranged for he tap is coopers.' 
tioo with Dr. Tawff to West Ger- 


have had to be imported from 
other oomr&rks at the cost of J750 


P°rt sq-^ 


dahnologish who offered to 
wftljggduci the operation free of 


The direc tor of the Eye Beak 
m Jordan lot weak w ine d a 
public appeal for do na tte oa of 
corneas or dec ea sed pereoos for 
gnplagt i for those & need of 


. Tawii had heard the call-in" 
radio programme, contacted tbc 
society and said be was opening 
as aooonsz is West Germany to 
raise funds from Jordanian ex- 
patriates for the operation and 
the boy's Sight and accomtnoda- 


.Jean's cafl-in programme to in* 
□kofruf^fc' 1 * about the condition of the 
ence -^^Sst-yearKiJtWJOv and then in- 


tf* ■JSS 5 K.' 


Eye 


person's death the eeore a of! the 
dcoemed person caa be Mfaiy 
r em oved without nmtihgkwi or 
dteortion and offere d to &f eye 
patieor.Dr. Fuad AlSayegh said. 

Savegb said corneas were badly 
needed by die eye bank bearaac 
there were very few cornea dona- 
tions a Jordan nod so corneas 


According to a report by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, two 
«*nca operation were condactof 
o«er the past two days at tbc King 
Hus s e in Medical Centre follow- 
ing the arrival of urgently needed 
corneas from Europe. 

According to Sayegfa, the Eye 
Bask m Amman has a waiting list 
of 500 patients in need of cog 
ocas, and other medical centres 
have their own waiting lists and 
therefore a campaign should be 
la un ched here to ooQoct corneas. 



High-level panel 
on information 
plans strategy 


^S^artels denies quote 
SriS&n Jewish influx 


oat hi Jor- 




{MAN <R> — The West 
nnan ambassador to Am. 


.. Sawi A1 S b aa b quoted the 
ambassador as Kiting its respor- 


a higher Iml of air poBa t frai than tetmaiVnaly An (Ffe photo) 

Study reveals heavy 
air pollution in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra ) — The Nation- 
al Guidance Committee (NGC), 
which is chaired by Minister of 
Information Ibrahim Izzeddin, 
win bold is first meeting in Am- 
man Sunday. 

The committee, in charge of 
working our a genera] informa- 
tional pobey for the Kingdom has 
been recently redefined to in- 
clude the minis t e r s of social de- 
velopment. awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, education and higher 
education, and culture as well as 
Yannook University President 
Ali Mahafea, member of the Up- 
per House of Parliament Mi jm| Al 
Farhan, Jordan Press Association 
President Hashem Khreisat, edi- 
tor of AJ Dustour daily Mahmoud 
Al Sharif, editor of the Jordanian 
weekly .al Liwaa, principal of the 
Ahhah Girls School in Amman 
Zena Sharaihah and Jordanian 
journalist Mimes Al Razzaz. 

On the committee also are the 
secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Information, and the director 
of the morale guidance depart- 


ment at the Armed Forces 

General Command. 

According to an offieH state- 
ment, the committee * ' look 
into matters related r eneral 
information from a co.. ; rehen- 
sive national per sp e c tive, submit 
proposals and recommendations 
designed to prepare the ground 
for a general information policy 
for the Kingdom and also suggest 
proper measures and vehicles for 
this strategy's implementation. 

The committee will also define 
the terms of reference and re- 
sponsibilities of various informa- 
tion services and organise their 
coordination and cooperation 
and conduct studies on informa- 
tion policies in various fields. 

This- committee, the statement 
said, will set up specialised sub- 
committees to prepare studies 
and recommendations on the 
country's information policies. 

The director-generals of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, and 
the Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation will attend the com- 
mittee’s sessions. 
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Democracy and the 


developing world 


WHAT IS even more significant than the defeat of 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega in Sunday’s elections is 
the fact that the Nkaragnan people have chosen tile 
democratic way to settle their decade-long conflict, In the 
final analysis, it makes no differen ce who scored more in the 
elections. As a matter of fact, the difference in electoral 
strength between the winner of Sunday’s election, Violeta 
Chamorro and Ortega is not that remarkable, a result 
which suggests that the country is almost equally divided on 
its fotnre course, whether in terms of domestic or external 
policies. Nevertheless, the real winner in the national 
elections was democracy and the electoral process which 
Nicaragua has opted for and successfully applied. The feet 
that Ortega has fefthftiDy accepted the results of the 
elections and committed himself to yield to them is even a 
bigger boost to the process of reconciliation and stahifity not 
only In Nicaragua but elsewhere in the Latin American 
region. 

The moral of the recent Nicaraguan story is also 
pertinent to the rest of the developing world, which has yet 
to make a daring c ommitm ent in favour of democracy. It is 
unfortunate that the greater majority of the developing 
countries have yet to pronounce themselves on the new 
course of hirtory whose principal hallmark is the advent of 
democracy in Easton Europe and the Soviet Union. As snch 
countries keep on singing their worn-out traditional song of 
economic development outside the context of political 
reform and airing the developed world to lend a forceful 
and effective hand to their lagging economies and spreading 
poverty, they have yet to comprehend the organic fink 
between economic development and political reforms and 
democratic rale. Clearly, unless and anti! develo pi ng 

rwmtrips rwngnkp Hm» bw-H fnr pnlMmi re fo rm s to pUn>Bei 

their drive for economic development, they are doomed to 
backwardness in every sense of the word. 

Nicaragua has shown the way to free and fair elections. 
Many Latin American countries have already taken that 
road after Utter and agonising flirtations with dictatorship. 
Even Chile, the subject of many i n ter na tional probes and 
world concern about its human rights record, has taken a 
giant leap forward in the direction of greater democratism 
thm and fiur elections. It know fair to say and conclude that 
Latin American continent has finally chosen the route of 
democracy as a political and economic way of life. With 
Eastern Europe also opting for the new spirit of the 1990s, 
what remains, of course. Is die developing countries, 
whether in Asia or Africa. And as the Arab World is an 
integral part of the developing world, it is also incumbent on 
it not only to Join the new forces of democracy everywhere. 
but also to take the leadership withfri the developing world 
to herald 1 the proems of democratisation w ithi n that world. 
Jordan has proudly taken giant steps forward to introduce 
true and genuine democracy to its people. Other Arab 
countries have also made sizeable strides in the direction of 
democracy. What remains to be done is nevertheless much 
and forntidable. Still, the first few steps have been taken and 
the successful Nicaraguan experiment is an added evidence 
that democracy works even for' the developing countries. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AL RA’I Arabic daily on Tuesday discussed King Hnssein’s 
current tour of the Gulf region where he is discussing Arab 
affair s and the new challenges posed to the Arab Nation. The 
paper said that the tour comes in the wake of a four-member Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) meeting in Amman which has called 
for a united Arab front in the face of the danger represented in 
Jewish immigration into Arab Palestine and the threats posed to 
the Kingdom by the Israeli leaders. The danger of the influx of 


Jews, said die paper, is not directed against Jordan alone but 
ratber against the whole nation including the Arab Gulf states. 


King Hussein’s discussions in Kuwait and the other Gulf states are 
bound to dwell on these dangers and these issues, and the King is 
bound to report on the outcome of the ACC summit winch proved 
that die four ACC countries are united and more determined than 
ever to safeguard Arab national interests, the paper added. It said 
that the dangers that confront the Arab Nation are so immense 
that require an u rgent Arab summit meeting grouping all leaders 
who must chart a formula to defend the Arab homeland in the 
face of Zionist moves. Jordan which is finked to the Gulf states is 
in the forefront of the defensive lineprotectmg the Arab Nation 
inHnriwig the Arab countries in the Gulf and it is hoped, said the 
paper, that these countries will maintain their backing and 
s upp ort for Jordan in its endeavours at all levels. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily tackles the plight of the teachers at 

says that they are under the mercy of the 


pri v a te schools, and says 
school administrations whose only concern is to make profits with 
do regard to the interests of the teachers. Fakhri Kmir says that 
the teachers have nobody to protect their interests, since their 
union had ceased to exist since 1984. The writer says that even 
when the muon was alive, its board did htde to advance the cause 
of the teachers in the private schools. The writer cites i 
when school administrations offered very fitfle pay to the teachers 
who had to accept in view of their bad need under the present 
difficult circumstances. The writer says that a union can ensure 
that the teachers receive decent pay and enjoy the various services 
and rights offered to their colleagues at gove rn ment schools. 


Sawt Al Shaab daily noted in editorial that the Arab World is now 
fe ein g increased dangers at all levels, and only through concerted 
efforts on thepait of all Arab states can they be fended off. In 
reference to Kmg Hussein’s current tour of die Gulf, die paper 
said that the King seems to be spearheading efforts at the highest 
level to deal with these dangers and is dete rmine d to mflmtarrn the 
{Momentum to convene aq^Arab s ummi t conference to ensure 
■success of any collective action on die part of the Arab Nation. 


Economic Forum 


By AbdaBa MaHri 



Budget deficits and tax policies 


FROM countries as far as Australia to Sweden andon to U.S. 
governments are under heavy fire from economists. The reason is 
that treasuries have been f unning budget deficits which, moreov- 
er, are snowballing from year to year, in complete d efia nc e of 
economic wisdom. Accor din g to economists, most major econo- 
mic ills are traced back to these deficits. Jordan is no exception. 

It is maintained that fiscal deficits (a) provoke external 
borrowing with all the concomittant risks of bring cangfat in debt 
traps, fb) crowd out the private sector through c omp e rin g for 
domestic loanable foods, /c) drain foreign exchange reserves in 
less developed countries (LDGs) and ultimately (d) lead to raising 


Primitive tax policies are geared to raising revenues and more 
and more of them. With fiscal deficits monad, the urge for tax 
revenues burns in and out. The trouble is that the pobbe sector's 
marginal prosperity to save (MPS) in countries with fiscal deficits 
is commonly lower than that of the private sector. Thus more 
jaywt en tail a transfer of foods from capital to consumption 
sp ending . This aggravates the problem because the production 
base shrinks and so does the tax base. 


foods to cater for the demands of a huge public sector is to raise 


SOArr MORAY 

YiC'lL&C 
ALL RMiT 
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Kohl give 


assurances to West 


may anger 


By Evelyn Leopold 


CAMP DAVID — By firmly 
reassuring the West that a united 
Germany would be loyal to 
NATO and respect European 
frontiers. President George Bnsh 
and West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl may have angered 
the Soviet Union and done little 
to ease the fears of Poland. 

At die end of his two days of 
talks with die president at his 
Gamp David retreat. Kohl went 
out of 2ns way to allay fears that 
he might have designs an Polish 
territory in a future united Ger- 
many but he did not champ*, 
previous positions that have dis- 
tressed the Poles. 

The Polish border question is 
rapidly becoming shorthand for 
anxieties in Europe and 
where about the muitary, 
al and economic aright at a uni- 
fied Germany which nearly half a 
century ago loosed terror on the 
world. 

Realising tins, the chancellor 
several tunes told a joint news 
conference with Bush on Sunday 
he had no intention of threaten- 
ing Poland by linking the ques- 
tion of Goman unification “with 
a change in existing borders.” 

But with an eye on his right- 
wing s upporte r s at home he did 
not give a timetable for a formal 
declaration relinquishing all 
claims to fomier German territor- 
ies ceded to Poland at the end of 
World War II, saying that was a 
question for a future all-German 
pariLamcot to decide. 


His foreign minister, Hans- 
EKetrich Genscher, has suggested 
tfiat both the West and East 
German parliaments should 
make some kind of formal public 

before a 


declaration on the issue 


marriage of the two Germanys 

ions in the 



and after crucial elections 
East next month. 

Resident Bush, denying there 
was any difference between hk 
position and the chancellor’s, said 
dearly that the United States 
“formally recognises the current 
PObsh-Gennan border.” 

In his opening statement, the 
president also stated unequivo- 
cally that the two agreed that a 
unified Germany should remain a 
foD member of NATO “iocbuUng 

participation in its militar y struc- 
ture” and that U.S. forces should 
remain on German sofl as a “con- 
tinued guarantor of stability,” 
He said the former territory of 
the (East) German Democratic 
republic would have a “special” 
status that would include the 
security interests of the Soviet 


Union, a reference to proposals 

to Western 


to fomt NATO forces 


regions. 


Kohl hMra,teA Soviet troops 

in the 


might remain temporari ly 


German sources said privately 
that opinion in the West would 
feel reassured about a future and 
powerful Germany anchored 
firmly in NATO. 

But a senior German affinal 
said he expected Bush's strong 
statement to draw a negative 
reaction from the Soviet Union, 
which had just reiterated its con- 


Democracy vs. tyrany 


To the Editor: ' •, 

WE are witnessing the era where 
trii 


monism . In Easton Europe, the 
veil of Marxfat-Lenmist constitu- 
tion -was stripped to pieces, mid 


being totally supported by na- 
tions whose democratic 
are all too dear. It is a dear ttm* 



bon. 

Democracy! 


racists 7 are the victim of “ter- 
rorism”. 

Viewing the exodus of Soviet 
Jem to M, jeai inEamoK 
arm of the insane Shams? 
reaching thepeak of his stupid 
ambition. Greater farad at the 


On the other side of the globe, 

demo- 


paxtxcularty 
cracy has long been denied the 
Fakstiniaos, costing them human 
sacrifices to adhere what people 
in Ac Western Hemisphere, 
especially in foe U.S„ are en- 
joying. Decades of sufferings, 
tortures, beatings, oppression, 
are the major factors engntfing 
the Palestinian people m the 
occupied land, with the Israeli 


expense of Palestinian land. 
Where v 


would the next step be? 


ated by the «"”"** Hitter, insane 
Shamir' with his accessories are. 


taxes. Usually the longterm detrimental effects of tax increases 
on production In c en t iv es and thereby on future lax proceeds is 
overlooked. Measurement of tax efforts before decreeing tax 
increases is not a common practice in LDCfc. And it is these 
countries that mnst do that before the others, because their 
taxable capacity is considerably limited con trar y to that of 
advanced countries. 

The recent amendments to Jordan’s provisional income tax law 
had increased tax rates and tims ran into the danger zone. Various 
measures of tax effort indicated that Jordanian tax-payer had 
already been overtaxed. Income tax revenues taigetted in 1990 do 
not w arrant such increases because a production tax on the Jordan 

< . -mm— mm* * • fl. ■ M ■<-■ 


The first Step in this regard fa to conduct a study on existing 

tEtSfe of a tax policy most go 
rJ2«^ fno positive coals are conceived, at least avradrece of 



foreign investments, aii os mem ‘ 
neutralised the role of these privileges 

• Irfia r OJA 


unnecessary gain to foreign nwestors and a to - 


Phosphate Mines Company would have done die job in addition 
to the re* 


remarkable jump in the profits, and thereby taxable 
income, of Jordanian banks. 

However, resort to tax increases, but particularly to income 
tax. Is a plausibly soft option in the short run but die lasting 
solution fa in combating tax evasion and improvin g col lection 
methods. Drawing on solid information, personal observation and 
enlightened value judgments, T heKeve that thflg fa a great room 

for improving collection methods, apart 'from combating tax 
evasion. Before tightening the tax fist, I wish we tried that option. 


develnnma country can now __ 

focffect, the reint increases in tax rate otr “rp^temconte 
in Jordan have eroded tax privileges. This will impact potential 
foreign (and domestic) investment. Under the present 
aaces^ economic slowdown and 
were most untimely. The provtrioD^ 

die Lower House of Parbament and then will be refOTedtofiK 
Upper House. Judging by the Aso^ons of jj*® 
Committee of the Lower House of Parliament, ro^sig nifkam t 
amendments to the version of the law presented by the IVfcistry af 

Finance areto be expected, at least not by the Lower Horoe. It is 

still too early to expect such moves from our legislature. 


cent that a unified Germany in 
NATO would disturb the military 
balance, in Europe. 

In response to a question. Bush 
said be could visualise U.S. 
troops in Germany when the 
Soviet Union removed its forces 


because they were “not in 


Europe against the will of any 
single country in which they are 


deployed and the Soviet troops 

ode the 


have been for years inode 
country of territories that haven't 
wanted them.” 

Hie said he was not worried 
about differences on German uni- 
ty among the United States , Bri- 
tain, France and especially the 
Soviet Union, who have some 
legal rights in Germany. 

“We wfll reason together and it 
wifi all work ran,” he said, quot- 
ing former President Lyndon 
Johnson. 

The West German chancellor 
came away from the talks with 
possibly the strangest e xpr ession 
yet from the president on Ger- 
man unification. 


Thousands still homeless 


after Panama invasion 


By David Harris 



“We welcome 
Bnsh said. “If events are moving 
fester than expected it just means 
t hat our c omm on goal for all 
these years for German unity will 
be realised even sooner than had 


been hoped.” 

Kohl, however, bristled at sug- 



from questioners that 
s acting Eke a runaway 
freight train, saying that the issue 
was one of self detennination and 
that East Germans, 100,000 of 
whom had moved to the West 
since January, not he, had 
accelerated the pace. 


“What has happened fa for 
many an unexpected new situa- 
tion, even for those who always 
talked about it but (fid not believe 
die day would really come,” be 
said. low the day fa here.” 
“No one should tell us that we 
are not a reliable partner, no one 
-should have any fears,” he said. 
“We understand our history and 
the burden d*at history carries.” 
To drive die point home be 
said he expected to nmforreeleo- 
tion in December as the chancel- 
lor of West Germany, implying 
there would be no formal reuni- 
fication in 1990. 


PANAMA CITY — A photo- 
graph of a fire-gutted budding 
with the blackened rains of 
General Manuel Noriega’s bead- 
in the background fa all 
Nunez has left to re- 
mind him of his home. 

Nunez, 2ns parents and three 
brothers ran fenr their fives on the 
night of the U.S. invasion that 
ove rthr ew Noriega and devas- 
tated the poverty-stricken ’ El 
Ghonillo area where his bead- 
quarters stood. 

Nearly two months later, they 
and some 2,000 other former 
r esi den ts of El ChozriDo are liv- 
ing in a luge hangar an the ed^e 
of a U.S. air force base. Crowded 
into small wooden cubicles, they 
are surviving on two meals a day 
provided by the U.S. govern- 
ment 

Another 850 displaced persons 
are firing nearby in more than 40 
tents. 

“We are hoping things .axe 
going to change,” said Nunez, 
who fa 22 years old and mum- 
ployed. ’ ' 

v The refogee camp is intended 
as a temporary solution by U.S. 
and Panamanian authorities 
while permanent bousing is found 
or bunt 

In the meantime, many of the 
social and economic problems 
that plagued EL Ghrarino, one of 
the most crime-ridden areas of 
Panama City, can now be found 
at the camp. 

Unemployment there is dose 
to 70 per cent, according to offi- 
cials, and Nunez and other rea- 
dmits complain of drag dealing 
and violence. 

Carlos Gordon, a 36-year-okJ 
father of five, had a many of 
complaints ranging from drug use 
to bad food to arrogance on the 
part of Panamanian guards. 


members of the new police force. 

“The most serious problem fa 
drags, then the food,” said Gor- 
don, who, like most other re- 
fugees interviewed, said he. lost 
everything he owned in die inva- 
sion. 

Hie said refugees were smug- 
gling marijuana and cocaine into 
the camp and fights betw e en re- 
fugees broke out several times a 
day. 

Teresita Yarns de Arias, the 
wife of first Vice President Ricar- 
do Arias Calderon and a coordi- 
nator of the camp, said in an 
interview that snch problems 
should come as no surprise. 

“This was a high-den sity neigh- 
bourhood with a very high rate of 


as laundering and ironing clothes, 
catting hair, and opening small 
food stands just outside the eatr- 


A' school has been established 
for some 325 children between 
the ages of two and five. 

For those who don’t want to 
eat meals brought in by a local 
restaurant, a small shed has been 
set up with stoves. 

Officials said there are severs^ 
schemes in various stages of de- 
velopment for the refugees to 
move into permanent braising. 



didn’t change overnight, 
brought their own problems — 
those they already had plus those 
they acquired from losing their 


Earlier this month, the U.S. 
ami P anamanian governments 
signed an accord under winch the 
United States will- provide $2.5 
nrilfin n to restore an apartment 
block in El Chonillo damaged m 
die invasion. About 450 families 
are expected to be able to move 
in by May. 


Panl Bell, an official at the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development, which is funding 
die camp, said shout 100 people 
bad been dnowtlriktt for violating 
the rales. : - 

He said, the reasons ranged 


from, drug use 


fires in the 


to lighting cooking 
hangar’s 500-odd 


U.S. funds for refugees to buy 
their own homes in areas around 
Panama: City. A U3. official said 
he expected it to begin aflocatmg 
money iri.a matter of weeks. 

'A third,- loqger tenn, solution 
wifi be to bnfid new hones hi the 
area of El Cborrilkrdifafliasbeen 
completely razed since the 


swn. 


wooden cubides. But he played 
down the s everity of die prob- 
lems. 




“The great tiring that lias hap- 
pened fa that dm percentage of 


sonal problems, fa nmefa less 
it was m El CboaSto” he said. 'T 
expected it to be much worse 
than it is.” 

Despite the trauma of the 
American invasion and the dis- 
location that fol lowed, both the 
refugees and the Panamanian and 


U3. who operate the 


camp imve tried to estabtirii some 
semblance of 


normality. 

Some enterprising refugees 
have set up small businesses, such 


Because many of the refugees 
want to return there, they will be 
m for the longest wait to leave the 
camp, and officials said many 
may be firing here until the end 
of the year. 

In the meantime, Yaxriz de 
Arias jaid the camp wfll stand as 
a test for the new government as 
it seeks to meet expectations that 
some Panamanians say cannot be 
met 

“This government will be 
judged by two things,” die said. 
“The way it provides guarantees 
of personal freedoms mid human 
rights, and by how capable it is in 
solving the problem of people 
like the people of El Owtriflo.” 
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‘Greenhouse effect can 
be eased profitably’ 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


NEW ORLEANS — The wide- 


gysaving technology coaid cat 
US . energy use byTS per cent, 

lemp^dtita^^jfroau^rs^i 

Impr ovem ents in en^rgy-effi- 
dent devices have cease tioog so 
quickly that they "atm- create 
astonishing potential savings," 
said Amory Lovins, dir ect or of 
research at the Rocky Mountain 
Institute in Snowmass, Colorado. 

He said his studies dram the 
proper use of energy efficiency 
can outpace the current growth m 
the world's population, which 
stands at SSoithm. 

A world of 8 bdfion people 
with a standard of living espial to 
that of Wesf Germany and an 
economy five times the current 
size could survive on ooe-tbird 
the energy now consumed worl- 
dwide. Lovins said. 

Latins said his extensive cat- 
adatiopa show proven energy- 
saving technology can save 80 per 


saving technology can save 80 per 
cent of the oil the United States 
bums each year and can ent U.S. 
electricity use by 75 per cent. 

The bunting of fossa fudasudt 
as coal and oil has left elevated 
levels of carbon dhxtide in the 
atmosphere and die 

atmosphere's ability to trap the 
sun’s beat, a process oiled the 


perhaps in the next few decades, 
producing environmental disrup- 
tion and unpredictable weather 


Most experts have assumed the 
shift away from fossil fuels to 
pre v e n t global warming will be 
costly and difficult, but Lovins 


“Par from being costly, abating 
global warming should^. on the 
whole, be immensely profitable, *' 
be wro te in a study he described 
at the annual meeting of tire 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

"’Improving energy productiv- 
ity can save the world upwards of 
a trillion dollars per year — as 
much as the global military 
budget. ” be wrote 

The utility industry and others 
say Latins has exaggerated the 
savings dona improved energy 


Ooe-fomth of the e le c t ri city 
savings would come from im- 
provements in fighting, one- 
fourth from i mp ro vem ents in 
motors, and another quarter from 
energy-efficient aooasnces and 


S cie n tis ts generally agree that 
this process wifi noticeably raise 
average global . temperatures 


In the case of fighting, the 
replacement of existing equip- 
ment w, ith new refjbcuss, lenses, 
lamps, controls and maintenance 
methods would create as much 
fight as is provided now, but with 
Just 8 per cent of today’s electric- 
al use, Latins said. 

LovijU $OBg h** oh B rn jttA fl ff! 

greater energy efficiency, and 
published in 1977a widely quoted 
book called “Soft Energy Paths.” 


Dima > Rawan: demanding to be seen... and heard 


By Mate B«fo* 
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way, is just over nine years old. 

She and her sister Rawan, 
brigfct-eyod and tooting their 
best, met me half-way op the 
stum uid conducted me to thear 
fourth-floor apartment. I had 
come to interview Dima about 
her now famous letter. 

A loaded letter 
“My mother was taking part in 
the confe ren ce, and she encour- 
aged me to write the tetter. It was 
a way to tell them about the 
problems we face is scboaL One 
of them is that we go to two schools, 
one in the day ti m e, and another 
in the evening at home, to do our 
homework, winch leaves ns no 
time to jday, and that is not good. 
Another point is that teaching 
should be both theoretical and 
practical, not just theoretical. We 
see pictures to a book, but they 
doirt take is to see the things we 
study. For example, we learned 
about the construction of equip- 
ment to use wind energy, and we 


is that die 
way, and 

our parents at home tutor us in a 
d iffer e n t way, so we get con- 
fasod." 


One way to solve this, she 
suggested, is for parents and 
teachers to get together and dis- 
cus this issue. Although some 
schools in Jordan encourage con- 
tact between parents and 
teachers, most of them shy away 
front it. “We are judged solely on 
tike grades we get,” Dima 
lamented, “not only in school but 
often at home. Ail parents care 
about are good grades, so that 
they can boast that their children 
are dever. For them, grades show die 
level of the pupil, and yet what 
should m»«w in whether the 
ptzpfi understands the lesson or 
not, the degree of participation in 
the class, and the ability to 


The conversation with Dima 
continued beyond die points she 
had covered in her letter. The 
matter of superv i sion of teachers 


pins it away the rest of the 


farther by the fact that from 
grades one to four one teacher 
teaches all the subjects (between 
the ages of 6 to 9). “So if the 
teach er does not do her work 
weD,” said Dima, "then the 
whole year will be a future!" 

“There should be more spe- 
cialisation, more variety in the 
teachers,” added Rawan. “If one 
of them is no good, only one 
subject matter win suffer as a 
remit!" 

The pdf’s pressbook, which 
they proudly showed me, is im- 
pressive. Both have had articles 
published in newspapers, stoned 
separately or together, and both 
have been written about. Not 
content with writing a letter, 
Rawan spoke at a meeting of the 
Arab Grand! on Childhood and 
Development held m Amman in 
1987 under the chairmanship of 
Prince Talal Ibn Abdrdariz of 
Saudi Arabia, President of 
AGFUND. The prince had re- 
ceived a request by a young girl to 
address the confere n ce, ana after 



Dima and Rawan A1 Daman: “Th«e are as many of ns as there are of yen.” (Photo by Maha Bukos). 


asking the conference’s permis- 
sion. introduced Rawan, then 
aged 8. After thanking the con- 
ference for its interest in Arab 
children, she expressed regret 
that children had not been invited 
to take pan. 


after 


“Please tell fathers and 
mothers, 1 ’ she said, “that they 
should be good themselves if they 
want to be an example for their 
children, that they should treat all 
their children the same way and 
not beat them, that they should 
not say that boys are better than 
girls... Tell them that grown-ups 
should tove each other so that 
children can love them and learn 
to tove each other too.” She then 


added: “Please do not keep talk- 
ing about us while you stay away 
from us: come to us is oar kinder- 
gartens and schools, talk to us 
and respect us, for although our 
minds are less developed than 
yours we are capable of under- 
standing.” Rawan feels that 
adults should listen to what chil- 
dren have to say, because, as she 
pots it, “there are as many of us 
as there are of you." 

Rawan 's specific interests are 
the theatre and television, so the 
conversation naturally turned to 
that topic. What did the girls 
think of the programmes on tele- 
visa on? It was Dima, though, who 
answered: “There are too many 
foreign programmes that are sub- 
titled, and they deal with situa- 
tions and realities with which we 


as Arabs cannot identity.” 
Rawan, who like her sister cannot 
help putting pen to paper when 
something bothers her, has writ- 
ten twice to the director of televi- 
sion in the last three years. 

I could not resist asking the 
girls if they could honestly say 
that they would have written ana 
done all they bad without their 
mother’s encouragement and un- 
failing support? The answer was 
an unhesitating “no." 

Was not that the best proof of 
the great importance of what 
Dima in her letter had called the 
“second school”? “Yes," con- 
cluded Rawan, "but both 
‘schools’ must do their share 
equally. One cannot ask too 
much of either” — UNESCO 


Success of private, local TV shows direction of European broadcasting 


By Raf Casert 
The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The 
small commercial television sta- 
tion VTM marks its first 
anniversary this month, basking 
in financial and popular success 
and epitomising the way the TV 
business in going through West- 
ern Europe. 

A year after the state-run BRT 
network lost its broadcast 
monopoly in the Dutch-speaking 
part of Belgium. VTjM has be- 
come the biggest broadcast, to 
Flanders. „ wij . . ^ 

Industry insiders say the story 
of VTM mid BRT goes beybnd a 
regional David-beats-Gofiath tale 
and reflects wider issues in Euro- 
pean broadcasting. 


At a time when big-name 
European satellite networks have 
stumbled or are struggling along 
VTM — a local product with 
purely domestic aspirations — 
expects to 'turn a profit this 
^pring, two years ahead of sefae- 

VTM’s success lies in a daily 
viewing menu heavy on fun and 
local content that has won over a 
public starved for Flentish-lan- 
gnage, sometimes shallow en- 
terenunent after years of the 
often ponderous BRT monopoly. 

“The nmwaway success of 
VTM augurs the ever-increasing 
success 1 of commercial networks 
at the expense of quality,” said 
Jean-Claude Buraeunan, chair- 
man of the Brussels-based Centre 
.for the Study of New Media and 
Infonnation. Technology. 

Throughout Europe public 
broadcast monopolies have 
melted away in recent years, 
malting room for commercial 
bro acaste m that do well finan- 
cially. 


In West Germany, RTL Plus 
and Sat 1, set up in 1984 and 1985 
respectively, have made deep in- 
roads into audiences once the 
domain of staid public networks 
ARD and ZDF, said Burgelman. 

In Italy, Silvio Berlusconi has 
become the Nr. 1 media tycoon. 
His three commercial networks 
successfully compete with the 
RAI state networks, reaching 
almost 40 per cent of the audi- 


To lure viewers with local con- 
tent, VTM lured three former 
winners of the miss Belgium 
beauty pageant 
One now tops VIM’S ratings 
with a quiz show. 

Other local shows nestled in 
the top 10, include a musical 
show that taps the Flemish pool 
of crooners with varying talents. 

In another flagship VTM show, 
participants put bets on such out- 
landish feats as whether a 12- 


Fraoce’s TF1 was privatised in 
1987 and has turned debt into 
profit- . 

For VTM, financial success and 
popular appeal go hand in hand. 


year-old can nam e any Janies 
Bond movie by hearing only a 
minuscule part of the dialogue. 
y&, he could. 

“In every country- the prefer- 


“In 1982, there was not a lot of 
entertainment television across 
Europe. Commercial TV was li- 
mited and national stations did not 
go on the air until late in the 
afternoon,” offering Sky channel a 
big gap in the market 


In just one year, it has won the 
ratings battle with BRT, which 
has a bulging workforce of 2,800, 
almost 10 times as much as VIM. 
The commercial network now has, 
a 40-perr cent market share, 
almost double that of BRT. 

“I don't think that in the annals 
of television there has been one 
commercial station which has had 
high ratings and profitability in 
one vear." said VTM Director 


General Leo Ned£ 

Well before the Feb. 2 
amnversaxy, enthusiastic letters 
streamed in. One viewer claimed 
*Tve been faithfully watching the 
station for years.” 


ence goes to local language and 
content,” said PhiSp Crookes, 
assistant director of the Manches- 
ter-based European Institute for 
the Media. 

This bodes ill for stateflile net- 
works reaching all of Western 
Europe with shows trying to 
address their viewers as a angle 
audience. 

.. Two such broadcasters — sky 
channcel and super channel — 
have already discovered how 
tough that is. 

“Such pan-European networks 
just do not have a future,” said 
Burgelman. “With a global, uni- 
form concept, you don’t stand a 


chance.” 

Rupert Murdoch pioneered 
European satellite television in 
1982 with his sky project, but had 
to refocus his operation on Bri- 
tain and Ireland after resistance 
in Europe to his En glish prog- 
rammes. 

Now, his sky television is still 
losing an estimated $3 million a 
week. 

Super channel started in 1983 
but lost S85 minion in its first five 
years for much the same reasons 
and has been sold in an attempt 
to reverse its fortunes. 

Fiona Waters, spokeswoman 
for sky television, said that the 
evolution in European broadcast- 
ing in the eighties forced their 
change of strategy. 

“In 1982, there was not a lot 
entertainment television across 
Europe. Commeroa] TV was li- 
mited and national stations did 
not go on the air until late in the 
afternoon,” offering sky channel 
a big gap in the market. 

Since deregulation throughout 
Western Europe, general-audi- 
ence market is filled to overflow 


and national competition in local 
language was forcing sky channel 
out. 

“Sky was an English-language 
entertainment station, it was nev- 
er going to do as well as the 
home-based entertainment sta- 
tion... . In the early days people 
would watch more in English 
because there was not an alterna- 
tive.” 

Waters said narrow-casting 
such stations as MTV-Europe 
and Europsport with local trans- 
lation was the wave of the 1990s. 

Many question whether culture 
stands a better chanc e in the new 
climate. 

'With viewer ratings the key to 
advertising revenue, commercial 
stations like VTM do not set their 
sights high on culture and soph- 
isticated entertainment. 

“It is no scandal to want to 
please the audience,” said Neds. 
“VTM is not a medium for the 
‘happy few.’ We don’t want to 
patronise the public.” 

Murdoch maintains the quality 
standard of the public networks 
have always been flawed. His 


position is that these are nothing 
more “ than a reflection of the 
values of the narrow elite which 
controls (public networks) and 
which h35 always thought its 
tastes are synonymous with 
quality.” 

Fared with a ratings war, pub- 
lic networks are going through an 
identity crisis. 

Many are scaling back high- 
brow programme and producing 
the same brand of popular prog- 
rammes the commercial stations 
do. 

“For the public network, it is 
either extinction, facing up to the 
ratings war and trying to produce 
more pulp than the competition, 
or disregarding ratings and 
choose a distinctive profile where 
information, education and local 
drama productions prevail,” said 
Burgelman. 

The latter, which Burgelman 
and others advocate, has yet ro 
see fruition. 

“A straight head-to-head con- 
frontation is not going to be in the 
interest of anybody,” said 
Crookes. 


U.S. to lift sanctions on Nicaragua 


(Continued from page 1) the streets of the capital Monday 


The military’s reaction to the 
UNO win is still uncertain. Some 
nfKeinU have suggested that the 
Sanduristarcontrolled army and 
police would refuse to cooperate 
with a UNO government. 

Contra rebels who have waged 
an eight-year war against the gov- 
ernment siad in Honduras that 
they would remain armed until 
Chamorro took power and the 
Sandhnsta army was dissolved. 

The tension led to clashes in 


nigh t. Riot police came out when 
Sandhnsta backers dashed with 
celebrating UNO supporters. 

Police later fired tear-gas canis- 
ters at UNO supporters when 
they advanced towards banicades 
in some streets and some were 
caning for a repeat of the 1979 
insurrection. 

Many grassroots Sandmista 
supporters seemed unable to 
accept the result. The pro-gov- 
ernment Radio Sandmo received 
a constant stream of telephone 


rail* voicing support for Ortega 
and g<*n^ing the opposition of 
fraud in the polls. 

“We are ready to accept any 
decision of the leadership to do 
away with the Somodsta guard,” 
one said. The government links 
the UNO with the national guard 
of former dictator Anastasio 
Somoza, toppled in the 1979 re- 
volution. 

A commentator on Voice of 
Nicaragua radio said Sandinista 
supporters in some areas were 
bang threatened. 
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Air Freight Forwarding 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Sendee, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sbaruf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
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packing, shipping, 
forwarding, st waging, 
dealing, door-to-door 
service 
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1 Hour Scrvkfc > * 

Develop your colour film at 
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S hmeisani - Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at . 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next lo Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


LOOKING 
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WEST AMMAN 
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PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR A SEA FREIGHT. 
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The first & best 

Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, JabBl Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School - 

%■ n 


Open daily 12r00-3:30 

p.oir 

. 63Q~Mkhsight . . 

T*L*3M$ 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman, 

Chinese Raming pots available 


' Open daily 12:00“ 15*30 
18:00-2330 

Wad Saqra Ffaad- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

Tel: 661922 > 


•i'M 37 P 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ' 

Mongolian Barbaquo for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight v 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7 £0-11.30 pm 

After the Phliadelohte Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Ti?! 659519 659520 
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; Omani Fish Restaurant 

! AtkdMn-JentaftSioarnwfwt Budding 


I Ammon's He. 1 Rsfa Restaurant 
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ReasanoMo Prices 
Fur Reserv a tion and Take ewey 
Teh 824677 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 

room..! 


IIAItOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

. Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Nightly 
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U.S. blocks 
new funding 

for IMF 

■WASHINGTON (AP) — Hie 
Unite d States and other leading 
countries have failed to agree on 
pporkfing billions of dollars to the 
International Monetary Fond 
QM F) for lending to the Third 
World and Eastern Em ope. 

The fund said Monday it has 
pnt off a decision on new funding 
until the end of June in yet 
another setback for the agency. 

The deadline had been set for 
March 31 after repeated post- 
ponements. That date would 
ha ^presented a two-year de- 
lay over the normal timetable for 
twiewing fond resonances. Deci- 
sions normally are every 


Survey shows U.S. in ‘danger zone 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy is m “a danger 
zone" but will avoid a recession 


Poland has recently won a $730 
mil li on loan from the fond and 
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of Third World countries and is 
not in demand by borrowers. 

Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus has asked that the 
total be doubled. Although he 
had widespread support among 
the 152 member governments, 
the United States, Britain and 
Saudi Arabia demurred. 

The United States has been 
reported ready for a 50 per cent 
increase. That would require it to 
pot up nearly $12 billion as the 
largest source of the fund's 
money. The outlays would not 
count in the U.S. budget because 
the money is considered still the 
property of the United States, 
which receives interest on dollars 
that the fond lends out. 

Japan raised a problem when it 
asked to be the number two 
contributor instead of number 
five. Officials said this issue had 
been virtually settled, with West 
Germany as number three, 
though the relative positions of- 
Britain and France are not yet 
dear. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition they not be named, said 
the U.S. Treasury is concerned 
about overdue payments to the 
fond from 11 Third World coun- 


zone" but will avoid a recession 
in the next three years, according 
to a survey of die nation’s top 
business economists released 
Monday that found little hope of 
ending inflation. 

The survey by ft : National 
Association of Business Econom- 
ists (NABE) found 60.6 per cent 
of the professional forecasters be- 
lieving the economy will skirt a 
recession through 1992, nearly 
the same as the 62.1 per cent 
making die same prediction in the 
last survey released in December. 

NABE President James Smith 
said the big gest new s In the sur- 
vey is its confirmation of die “sea 
change” of optimism among the 
participants in December. A 
NABE survey last May found 63 
peT cent of the economists ex- 
pecting a recession this year. 

“There was some trepidation 
that was a flake,” Smith said at a 
news conference called to release 
the new survey. “Fortunately, it 
wasn't." 

Smith, a finance professor at 
the Univesity of North Carolina, 
cautioned that “we 'have not re- 
pealed die business cycle and we 
wifi have a recession some day.” 

But, he added, “our members 
are confident... that we will shat- 
ter all records for the U.S. eco- 
nomy with the current expansion. 
When we get to October 1991, we 
wifi tie the glory days of the 1960s 
and break the record of the 1961- 
1969 expansion.” 


“Most of the credit for tins 
relatively confident outlook over 
the next three years is placed 
squarely on the shoulders of 
(Federal Reserve Fed Chair- 
man) Alan Greenspan and his 
colleagues on the Federal Open 
Market Committee” who formu- 
late monetary policy. Smith said. 

Still, nearly 46.2 per cent of the 
65 participants- said die risk of an 
economic downturn increased in 
the fo ur th quarter of 1989 wfaQe 
only 21.5 per cent said they be- 
lieve the recession risk has de- 


ment for the Federal Reserve — 
the U.S. central bank — which 
has focused monetary policy for 
more than a yean on driving 
down prices by keeping a tight 
rein on credit. 


law of no more than $100 billion. 
It forecasts 33 per cent growth in 
1991 to meet the $64 brlfion 


And, of the 39.4 per cent who 
thought a recession would occur 
in the next three years, 18.1 per 
cent believe it started in the last 
quarter or will begin sometime 
this year. 


“Thus, even though the best 
guess is no recession in either the 
next 12 months or even as far 
ahead as three years, the eco- 
nomy bin a danger zone,” the 
NABE survey condnded. 

“The probability of recession b 
not trivial and almost 80 per cent 
of respondents think it has risen 
or remained the same over the 
last quarter,” it said. 

At the sarng time, inflation is 
projected to be 4.2 per cent in 
both 1990 and 1991, the survey 
found. Inflation as measured by 
the consumer price index was 4.6 
per cent in 1989, up from 4.4 per 
cent in both 1968 and 1987. 

If the inflation forecast were 
correct, it would be a disappoint- 


As a result, the gross na t ional 
product (GNP) — the total out- 
put of goods and services — fell 
to 05 per cent in the last quarter, 
down from three par cent in the 
July-September period. 

The Bash administration and 
many economists have urged die 
Fed to ease credit and thus permit 
lower interest rates in an attempt 
to stimulate the economy. 

However, Greenspan indicated 

to Congress last week the central 
hank would keep interest rates 
hi gh And in their survey, the 
NABE economists expect fittie 
movement in interest rates over 
1990-1991- 

Several Fed governors have 
twrifarf in s up port of legislation 
intended to ehminato inflation 
over the next five years and to 
maintain price stability there- 
after. 

The survey also contains poten- 
tial diaa ppfM'iitinents for the admi- 
nistration, fnrfndmg a projected 
GNP growth rate of 1.7 per cent 
in 199© and 23 per cent m 1991. 

Tie administration is counting 
on lower interest rates and its 
projected 2.6 per emit growth this 
year to meet the deficit target of 
the country’s balanced-budget 


Bat nsing their higher interest 
rate and sower growth predic- 
tions, the economists said the 
defeat likely wiD total $140 billion 
in fiscal 1990 and $120 billion in 
fiscal 1991. 

And the economists project 
only small .gains on the-foreign 
trade de fied- The NABE survey 
projects a $105 billion imbalance 
m 1990 $99 billion in 1991. 

The trade deficit in 1989 totalled 
$108.6 bifiion. 

In another area, the Congres- 
sional Budget office says the 
federal government could save 
$5.45 bifiion over five years by 
ending subsidised loans that help 
sell U.S. products abroad. 

Outlays of $43 billion are fore- 
seen from 1991 to 1995 under the 
“food for peace” programme, 
which provides loans to Third 
World countries to buy surplus 
U.S. farm products. 

Loans can be extended to 40 
years at interest rates averaging 
two per cent to three per cent a 
year, a much longer term and 
much lower rate than any bank 
would provide. 

The detailed repent by the 
bipartisan agency, which presents 
pros and cons but does not make 
recommendtions to Congress, re- 
cently became available. 

Typically, according to the re- 
port on possible changes in re- 
venue and spending, the subsidies 


average 70 per cent of the market 
price. Governments that buy the 
food gen it on their home markets 
and use the proceeds for develop- 
ment projects or other o fficial 


“The marketing of some food 
commodities, most notably wheat 
and wheat flour, still relies signi- 
ficantly on food-aid program- 
mes,” it said. 

Some recipient countries, 
according to the report, complain 
that the loans are not really aid 
because most must eventually be 
repaid. 

The report said the money 
from sales is being used in- 
creasingly for development pro- 
jects and that the loans remains 
one of the few international poli- 
cy in U.S. government hands. 

To sell American industrial 
products, subsidised loans are 
made by the government’s Ex- 
port-Import Bank, largely in the 
Third World. Sayings from abo- 
lishing it are estimated at $1.15 
bifiion over five years. 

The loans are defended on the 
ground they create jobs, counter 
similar subsidies from U.S. com- 
petitors such as France and 
Japan, and help U.S. high-tech- 
nology companies keep op high 
rates of output. 

However, the report said, 
much of the aid is given to ex- 
ports don’t face foreign competi- 
tion. 

“Direct subsidies to U.S. 
manufacturing would be more 
cost-effective,” the report said. 


Third World envoys | Recession persists in L. America 

warn of trade crisis 


GENEVA (AP) — A group of 
Third World countries warned 
Monday that the Uruguay Round 
trade liberalisation falls wifi head 
for a crisis unless the industrial- 
ised partners in the negotiations 
address the poorer nations’ cod- 


A joint statement noted with 
“deep co n ce rn the current lack of 
balance in the negotiations.” It 
said imbalances were evident in 
traditional trade issues of concern 
to the poorer nations, such as 
market access for tropical pro- 
ducts, textiles and agriculture. 

The statement said developing 
countries were also concerned 
about proposals “to enlarge the 
scope of anti-dumping and coun- 
tervailing duty rules for protec- 
tionist purposes.” 



GE RATES 


T<r?9day, February 27, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


: S. dollar 
Found Seeding 


Bay Sea 

670.0 674.0 

U30A 1137.6 
396.2 396.6 
449.7 452.4 


Preach franc 117.1 117.8 

Japanese yen (for 100) 449.9 452.6 

Dutch sadder 352.8 353.9 

Swedish crown 109.6 1103 

Italian lira (for 100) 53.6 53.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 190.9 192.0 






LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterims 

One Usldollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.687<V80 

1.1953/58 

1.6900/07 

1.9035/45 

1.4902/12 

3530/25 

5.7200/50 

1249/1251 

148.72/82 

6.1190/1240 

63145/95 

6.4960/5010 

408.80/40930 


U.S. dollar? 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 


French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



WORLD STOCK 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY — The market bounced back from Monday’s slide, led 
by a strong performance on Wall Street and a rally in Tokyo. The 
AD Ordinaries Index rose 24.2 points at 1,570.4. 

TOKYO — Shares galloped to a higher dose after gyrating 
throughout the day in a 1,200-plus range. Trading was modest but 
a step above its recent subdued levels. The NfluaeL index singed 
576.08 points, or 1.73 per cent, to dose at 33,897.95 after 
twmWrng 1369.10 on Monday. 

HONG KONG — Shares closed sharply higher as traders drew 
positive signs from a better performance in Tokyo and resilience 
on Wafi Street. The Hang Seng Index rose 59.99 points, or 2.09 
per cent, to dose at 2^*32.62. 

SINGAPORE — The market staged a strong rebound as prices 
sharply highe r across the board after Monday’s sharp 
losses. The Straits limes Industrial Index rose 2833 points, or 
1.89 per cent, to dose at 1335.09. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares ended 1.6 per cent higher 
as confidence returned to the market in quiet trading. The Dax 
Index dosed at 2,804.32, up 2 838 points. 

g CT BCH — Swiss shares closed broadly higher in quiet trading. 
The Swiss Performance Index rose 12.4 pomts, or 1.14 per cent, 

to dose at 1,103.6. 

LONDON — Shares were slightly higher in thin late-a ft er no o u 
f fraWnpc as tile market responded tentatively to a rally on Wall 
Street. At 1654 GMT the FTSE Index was op S3 points at 
2,254.6. 

NEW YORK — Light futures-related buying helped Wall Street 
gtoclag {gin further despite a record drop in U.S. 'anuary durable 
Bonds orders. At 1650 GMT the Dow mdustria overage was up 
Sort 23 points at 2,625. 


“Furthermore, unbalances are 
also manifest in proposals and 
initiatives advanced m various 
negotiating groups which aim at 
depriving developing countries of 
their rights under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT),” it said. 

The statement said the de- 
veloping countries are convinced 
that after three years of negotia- 
tions on technical trade matters 
“tiie time for political decisions 
has arrived and that these must 
become manifest without further 
delay.” 

The talks, conducted in 15 
different negotiating bodies, are 
to be completed this year with a 
final meeting planned for Decem- 
ber by ministers of the 96 GATT 
member countries. 


■ 

Umlever 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Rising inflation stagnant eco- 
nomic conditions plagued Latin 
American in 1989, the eighth 
consecutive year of recession in 
the region, the bead of a U.N. 
commission has said. 

Gert Rosenthal, executive 
secretary of the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, said that 
“1989 was again a very bad year 
for most Latin American coun- 
tries.” 

“In short, for the region as a 
whole the crisis of the 1980s is as 
bad as ever,” Rosenthal said. 
“As the decade draws to its dose, 
the average per capita product is 
more than eight per cent below 
that of 1980, ana the countries 
have had to bear huge social 


A report by the commission 
showed that hyperinflation was re- 


corded in four Latin American 
countries in 1989. The annual 
inflation rate was 3,700 per cent 
in Argentina, 3,000 per cent in 
Peru and nearly 2,500 per cent in 
Brazil. Nicaragua, where infla- 
tion had soared to an annual rate 
of 34,000 per cent by the end of 
1988, recorded a rate of 3,500 per 
cent in 1989, the report said. 

Rosenthal said Mexico lowered 
its inflation rate dramatically dur- 
ing the year. “But stifi, on the 
average, rates of inflation have 
been going higher and hi gh er in 
die second half of the 80s,” he 
added. 

Rosenthal said exports from 
Latin American countries grew 
considerably in 1989, allowing the 
region to post a trade surplus of 
almost $30 billion. But that 
favourable development ' was 
offset by the heavy debt burden 
faring countries in the region, he 
said. 


“In 1989 the bill debt-servicing 
was $38 b£Bkm. And in 1989 
Latin America as a whole again 
was a net exporter of financial 
resources, this time to the tune of 
$25 bfikm," Rosenthal said. 

He said that 1989 “was the 
ei ghth consecutive year that the 
region had tins abnormal situa- 
tion of developing countries 
being net e x po rter s of financial 


The co mmi s sio n supports mea- 
sures to reduce debt payments for 
countries in tiie region faring dire 
economic conditions. 

“We believe that legislation 
can be brought about in the de- 
veloped countries to change rules 
and producers winch would make 
debt reduction more attractive to 
tiie banks, and It would make 
them more ready anti wilting' to 
go the debt reduction route," 
Rosenthal said. 


Bell Resources reports 
profits rise I Australia’s largest loss 


24 per cent 


LONDON (R) — Anglo-Dutch 
food, cosmetics and soap giant 
Umlever reported a 24 per cent 
rise in 1989 pre-tax profits Tues- 
day, attributing it to a healthy 
growth in sales. 

Unilever PLC-N.V., one of the 
world’s largest c onsumer goods 
company, announced combined 
fourth quarter profits of £431 
million ($727 million) compared 
with £377 mfflkm ($637 mfflion) 

in the same period of 1988. 

This took 1989 pre-tax profits 
to £1.8 bflfion ($3.03 hffion), 
slightly above forecasts by market 
analysts, against £1.45 billion 
($2J billion) in 1988. 

Group co-chairman. Sir 
Michael Angus, said the rise in 
earnings was helped by the fall in 
the value of sterling and a 10 per 
cent rise in sales — four percent 
from existing business and the 
rest from recent acquisitions mid 
disposals. 

Unilever launched a major ex- 
pansion . ..eme last year with 
purchases of the cosmetics and 
toiletries businesses of Faberge 
Inc, including Elizabeth Arden. 

Food products provided the 
balk of turnover of £5.39 billion 
($9.08 billion) compared with tur- 
nover of £4.49 bflnon ($7.57 bil- 
lion) in 1988. 

Unilever said it had scent £1.9 


PERTH (R) — Bell Resources, 
part of Australian e n tre pren eur 
Alan Bond’s crumbtihg business 
e m p ir e, Tuesday reported a half- 
yearly net lOSS Of 862-5 milli on 
dollars (5647 million), the largest 
loss in the country's history. 

The huge deficit for the six 
months to December was doe 
mainly to the problems of Bell 
Resource’s debt-ridden parent 
Bond Corporation, which posted 
the previous record loss by a 
pubbdy listed company, 814.1 
million dollars ($610 nrifiion) for 
the year to last June 30. 

Geoffrey Hill, chairman of Bell 
Resources, attributed his com- 
pany’s loss to its decision to write 


down 977 millio n dollars ($733 
milli on) against the value of in- 
vestments and debts relating 
mainly to Bond Group com- 
panies. 

Bond C o rporation owns 58 per 
cent of BeD Resources, which was 
to have bought Bond’s Australian 
brewing assets and has paid a 13 
billion dollars ($900 miflkm) de- 
posit for them. 

The brewing assets are now in 
the hands of receivers, though 
Bond will appeal their appoint- 
ment Hill said that although 
talks on the brewing deal were 
continuing, agreement was un- 
likely while tiie breweries were in 
receivership. 

Early this month, Bell Re- 


sources launched court action to 
have Bond Corporation wound 
up for non-payment of debts. 

Bell Resources recorded a pro- 
fit of 76.8 miDion dollars ($58 
million) in the six months to 
December 1988. 


HID said that despite the losses 
BeD Resources had sufficient car- 
rent assets, of about 674 miflk m 
dollars ($506 million) on Dec. 31, 
to meet ongoing fiabffities. 

He became chairman in a 
board reshuffle in December last 
year that ousted four Bond direc- 
tors after a dispute with disgrun- 
tled shareholder Adelaide 
Steamship. This deprived Bond 
of control over Bell Resources. 


New estimate puts Soviet 
unemployed at 8 million 


Umlever said it had spent £1.9 
bifiion ($3.2 bflEon) in 1989 on 55 
acquisitions, inducting Elizabeth 
Arden and Calvin Ban. It said 
these purchases he! 

one of the wenid’s 

panics in personal products. 

The company, which has a ma- 
jor margarine and edible fats 
business, noted a continued de- 
cline in total fat consumption as 
well as a growing demand in 
Europe for high-quality foods 
with nutritional benefits. It said 
this offered more o p p o r tun ities 
for products with a polyunsatu- 
rated or low fat content 

“Our companies have re- 
sponded positively and effectively 
to this changing consumer 
trend,” it said in a stateme nt. 

In Rotterdam, co-chairman 
Floris Maljers ex pres sed concern 
at a news conference over the 
effect of high interest rates on 
Unilever’s nrosoects for 1990. 


. It said 
make it 


Maljen tin not rale out farther 
large-scale a c quisitions in 1990 


MOSCOW (R) — Experts with 
the Soviet State Planning Com- 
mittee estimate the number of 
imemployed at about eight mil- 
lion — about four times higher 
than official figures, an indepen- 
dent Soviet news agency said 
Tuesday. 

The Postfactum News Agency, 
newly set up to provide economic 
and political news iter businesses, 
said the new estimate had been 
made by experts at the economic 
research institute of Gosplan. 

“According to expert esti- 
mates... unemployment amounts 
to no less than eight mfition peo- 
ple now. The official of 

the USSR Goskomatnid (State 


Labour Committee), about two 
ndfikm, seems to be far too low,” 
the agency said.' The population 
of the Soviet Union is at least 280 
million. 

Postfactum said the Soviet par- 
liament, the Supreme Soviet, 
would consider a fourth draft of a 
Mil on unemployment next 
month. It calls for setting up 
regional employment centres, an 
employment fund and tmemploy- 
roent benefits. 

The European part of the 
Soviet Union has until recently 
suffered from a labour shortage. 
Unemployment was largely res- 
tricted to Central Asia, where a 
high birth rate, low industrialisa- 
tion and seasonal agricultural 


work have taken a heavy toll on 
job opportunities. 

But Soviet Preadent Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s strictures against 
overstaffing, low productivity and 
the forced closure of in>n-produc- 
trve enterprises have resulted in 
job shortages in other regions, 
despite official pledges to the 
contrary. 

- Official estimates of the num- 
ber of unemployed do not take 
into account the large number of 
“vagrants” or “parasites” — peo- 
ple who choose not to work and 
who rely on friends and family for 
support, or those living illegally 
in Moscow and other large cities 
where they have no right to jobs. 


French winemakers fear trouble 


PARIS (R) — The con taminatio n 


al water bottler source Perrier 
earlier this month offers no con- 
solation to French winemakers, 
who say they see potential prob- 
lems for their own products in the 
United States. 

“I look at Perrier's situation 
and I am very worried,” Claude 
Ttittmger, beadof Fhench cham- 
pagne house Taittinger arid presi- 
dent of the French Wine and 
Spirits Exjpoxt Federation, told 
the federation’s annual news con- 
ference in Paris Tuesday. 

Earlier this month Perrier 


announced it was withdrawin g its 
world stock of 160 miiHoti bottles 
of spariding water because of a 
contamination scare. Two other 
French water bottles have also 
recalled their stocks. 

Asked at the news conference 
if foreign drinkers might tom to 
wine and spirits. instead of Per- 
rier, Tajttinger told a news con- 
ference that any food ’product 
could become the victim of “a 
witch hunt” 

<c If one fruits to find dangerous 
products, one is goiqg to find 
them everywhere, perhaps in in- 
fimteamal amounts,” he said. “I 


probably have arsenic in my tie.” 
Taittinger said he was worried 
that French wine and spirit sales 
could be hart by a U.S. consume r 
movement which wants product 
labels warning pregnant women 
and diabetics to refrain fro m 
drinking alcohoL 
“People in the United. States 
attach a lot of importance to this 
type- of recommendation, tins 
kind of propaganda,” he said. . 

U.S. citizens drank 15 per cent 
of French wine and spirit exports 
last year, down slightly from 
1988, according to figures re*- 
teased by the export federation: 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 28, B9 0 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canoti FSghter Fou ndation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Trying to im p r e ss your require- 
ments upon others won’t get you 
very hr today with three Moan 
squares activating resistance at ev- 
ery turn. Be dynamic bat under- 
standing and patient 


home. A wonderful day to thor- 
oqgfaly enjoy your att achmen t at 
planned recreations. 

UBRAr (September 23 to October 


22) Fix up any property you have 
arm fr m n av c its value an d app ear- 
ance. Be out in the wraW of 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19)TJe 
prepared for adeBghtfiiliixvitBto 
\rtacfa wifl 50C3H come you through 
a friend. Be romantic and you will 
have a fine e mo tio n al time. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Invite a nartner into voor home 


outside activity all you can with 
yaw attachment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) AB worts of wonderful 
things can happen at home if you 
are r ece ptive to ihiem. Don’t bring 
up any okl arguments to your 


Invite a partner into your home 
who can aid you with a long-time 
problem. Go with your attadnnent 
with a couple to whom yon are 


SAGITTARICS: (November 22 to 


GEMDflb (May 21 to June 21) 

■ • ... . '«» . • • 


ate wffl now give you good advise 
of as idealistic nature. Pile your 
attachment .with compliments 
today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Doing small favours for 
attractive friends will pay off hand- 
somely in return benefits. A fine 
rime CD enter tainin g persons Of 
differ en t news at your home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A new 


and plans of -action are on a sensi- 
ble and wefl_ thought out basis. 
Your atta c h m e nt wffl appreciate 


CAPRICORN: (Deco 
January 29) Your firie 
qoamtances now need 
fed with tact and t£pl 
off alone with your ai 
show your containing 


(December 22 to 


tdto behand- 
pknnacy. Get 
a ttac hm e n t to 
is devotion. 


attitude towards your attachment 


caBy far yon both. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Invite women and unusual 
friends and ente rtain them in your 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary -19) Much activity with ocher 
friends. socially could bring much 
happiness. Ask into your home 
those good friends to whom you 
are indebted. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get some fresh ideas for your 
domes from one from a distanoeC 
Have a good time with your -attach- 
ment in the outside world- 


THE Daily Crossword by Norms Steinberg 


ACROSS 
1 The Fuzz 
5 "When I 
was — ' " 

9 Streetcar 

13 Flick 

14 Speoal 

15 Angelic 
headgear 

16 Trinidadian 
instruments 

18 Elliptical 

19 Member of the 
brass; abbr. 

20 Burden 

21 Most accurate 

23 Broadway 
award 

24 Ctow 

25 Grow 

28 A Joyce 

32 Community — 

33 Baby 
kangaroo 

34 Stumble 

35 Antarctic sea 

36 Curtails 

37 Queue 

38 Money 
wagered 

39 1 — It My 

Way’* 

40 Brooklyn 
Dodger hero - 

41 Messieurs 
et — 

43 Got a “C" 

44 Tried to staaJ 
a base ■ 

45 Legs 

46 House 
addition 

49 Song 

50 Article 

53 Over the hill 

54 Occasionally 

57 Dad 

58 Even 

59 Medal 

60 Ogled . 

61 Detroit 
innovator 

62 Something 
prohibited 

DOWN 

1 Dove home 



IMS TriBuM Media Sentcas. Inc. . 
All Right* Th wwfl 


2 Baking place 

3 Dessert 

4 Betray 

5 Display 

6 Praise 

7 Branch 

8 Ruins 

9 Inconsiderate 

10 Good review - 

11 Too bad! 

12 Change skin 

13 Food additive: 
abbr. 

17 tread on - 
me!" 

22 Informer 

23 Dinner course 

24 Kind 

25 Get lost! 

26 Call up 

27 Does nothing 

28 Karloff 

29 Indians 

30 Remove suds 

31 MPH 
33 Cynical 

36 Olive stuffing 


Yesterday's Puzzle 
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nnnnnn nnnnnrann 
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nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
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nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnana 


40 Mohammedan 
feast 

42 Branch of 
math: abbr. 

43 Distress 

45 Ahimni 

46 Stare at 

47 Far, far — 


48 Lasso 

49 Astounded 

50 Word In a 
comparison 

51 Sandwich type 

52 Finale 

55 Lubricate 

56 Tea for — 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Wait a second! YOU'RE the goofy- 
looking one — YOU should 
wear the cosmetics!" 



Unscramble these four Jumttes, 

one tetter to each square, to farm 
four ortfinary words. 


CHURS 


that scrambled word game 
e by Henri Arnold and Bob Loe 


Better snap 
tt up 






LAMBY 





TENNIA 




HOARIM 






TO MAKE IT 

IN A HURRY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
ten the surprise answoi, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon/T 



ftkit answerhere 


y ~ (Anawwatompowifl 

Yesterday's I J«nbles: FOffTY.‘ USttftP' MUFFlft iENOO&t : 

• 1 *— ** 
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Volvo Indoor. 


Chang returns to tournament 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
French Open champi on Mated 
Chang has rctraed to toncnxnicar 
lends for (he first tune since 


injuring his hip in Dec emb er, mad 
said. ’’I'm just about 100 per 
cent " 

Chang, who was forced to arias 
(he opening round of Dcvb Cop 
because or the injury, flawed 
with Simmy Arias Monday ip a 
losing first-round double* match 
at the Volvo Indoor. He tithe 
tournament's number two seed a 
singles - 

“l feet good and I’m playing 
good tennis.” Chang said. 
"Tonight’s match took away a 
few nerves." 

Chans and Arias feU to Martc- 
to FDjppini and Djego Pena of 


Page, paying to first mwdb of 
(he year, advanced to a second- 
round meetin g with Mareelo 


Saaput CM* of Memphis 


^SSfc;; 


Uruguay 6*3, 7-6 {7-2). 

In a hut-round angles man*, 
India’s Viray Amritraj sbowd be 
still has the compcfititve spark, 
but an unwilling ankle forced the 
veteran to retire in the first set. 

Amritraj. 36, tod Brian Page 
4-1 in the opening set when be 
injured to ton oaxto after hitting 
a warning backhand from the 


-I thought I was phryiag OK,” 
Amritraj «kj. "We were having a 

real tong game and 2 went for one 
ten and seat it back. 2 went for 
mother shot and seat it back. 
Then 1 tried to generate a little 
extra pace on toe dad one. 

‘Tbrt when I tuned my ink- 
le and I heard two or three 
fcawrifU uhPiMitt Maw. I think I 

ripped a figment. Hopefofiy it’s 
just a tear and it’s not torn 
completely.’* Amritraj said. 

Monday’s most powerful per- 
formance was tamed in by Uv> 


Keith Evans 6-4, 6-2. 

The weekknig tournament be- 


Veti Patoh 
the world, 


(^6). 


mo, staked 87th in 
stopped number 75 
aagtw 7-6 <7-3). 7-6 


2 boxers die while training 

hjiiL ' — _ __ . _ - ___ . _ . 


^ £ro^>’ COLORADO SPRINGS. Cdf- 

foodliaie^ orado (AP) — Two boxers have 
0 tte oauife died while training for the open- 
^ ing of the U.S. amateur boxing 
’ championships, pitting a dood 

____ over the events winch usually are 

— — conducted with the hustto-busde 


the outdoor track at the Olympic 
training centre. 

An autopsy was performed 


'Ywrnjs 





Sean Lee, IS, suffered a heart 
attack while naming Sunday. 
Three dayvearikx, Tyrone Smith 
of the U.S. navy suffered a fatal 
fad from a ring apron as be was 
having bis doves removed. 

‘To have had two such freakish 


Brians PizzleSM 
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- To haw had wro such freakish 
incidents happen to two boners 
both in good condition is as unbe- 
lievable as.it is tragic," said Dr. 
Robert Voy, chanson of the 
sports medicine commi ttee of die 
USA-Amaieur Boxing Associa- 
tion. 

“This will certainly put a dam- 
per on ibis competition,” said 
Voy. “I cannot emphasise 
enough that these two incidents 
are not related to boxing, but 
represent the risks that each of os 
face each day.” 

Lee* who boxed in die 63 kilog- 
ramme class, dropped dead wfaue 
running with region .4 teammate 
Kenneth Pratt Sunday evening on 


An autopsy was performed 
Monday and toe coroner’s report 
showed Lee suffered a coronary 
insufficiency. The report catted it 
a congenital anomaly and stated 


abnormally attached to the 
liean." 

On Thursday, the 67-kztogrsm- 
me Smith, was fatally injured 
while training at nearby Ft. Car- 
son army hue. 

Smith was lotting oo the apron 
having his toft glove removed 
when he lost his balance and fell, 
spiking his head on the floor, said 
Jim Box, executive director of the 
USA-ABF. 

Smith died fallowing surgery 
for removal of a blood clot. The 
coroner ruled Smith was killed by 
the foil. 

Lee complained to Pratt, a 
dose friend, of a chest pain after 
running one lap, then collapsed 
three-quarters of the way through 
a second lap. 

This is a condition he bad had 
since birth, and it could have 
shown up at anytime,” Voy said. 




GOREN BRIDGE 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH . 

'WI'OuBfl Ued* • - 


WHERE'S THE BEEF? 


ByHgjt 


Of 

\-y> 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
.NORTH 

* K 0 72 
J 9 

A Q 4 

* 6 5 J 2 

WEST EAST 

* 8 4 J 10 9 5 4 J 

A K 3 8 7 6 4 

J 10 9 8 5 7 3 

♦ K 10 9 4 +7 

SOUTH 

* A 6 

' Q 10 5 2 
K 6 2 

* A Q J 8 
The bidding: 

South West - .North East 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pas*. Pass 

Opening lead: Jack or 
We have a correspondent whose 
bud Iikk is legendary.. Every time a 
avniract seems io be in the bag. 
some Kicked distribution sounds the 
death kndl. True, our friend is acci- 
denr prone, but the fates are not 
always to blame. 

North -Sou i h ended in three no 
trump alter a routine auction. 
Nonh checked on a major fit, (hen 
settled in the no tramp game when 
South turned up. with four cards in 
the "wrong 1 suit.” 

West led the jack of diamonds. 


East 


Pass 


Declarer won in dummy and made 
the instinctive play of the dub fi- 
nesse. That lost, and back came an- 
other dimond. Declarer won in 
hand, cashed the ace of dubs and 
received the bad news. He had only 
e.ghi tricks, and needed a bean trick 

for his ninth. Unfortunately. West 

won the first heart und forced out 
the last diamond stopper, then got 
in with the other high heart to cash 
two diamonds for a one-trick set. 

Triply unlucky. Had East hdd 
four clubs to the king, declarer 
would have been home even though 
a long club could not be set up. And 
West could not have established and 
run his diamonds without both 
hean entries. But South could have 
made the contract had he stopped to 
count the tricks available. 

Declarer could take three spade 
tricks, three diamonds and a dub on 
top. so only two more were needed. 
The bean suit would provide those 
in perfect safety. Declarer should 
win the first trick in dummy and 
immediately lead a heart. No matter 
how West defends, declarer can es- 
tablish two hean tricks before the 
defenders can get an jibing going. 
There's just one more trap to 
avoid— declarer must forgo the club 
finesse and cash out once the game- 
going jiean tricks are established. 
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Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 
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Egypt seeks to escape soccer doldrums Malaysia air race ends today 
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Tel: 677420 




CAIRO (AP) — Manager 
Mahmoud AJ Gfitouy says he 
hopes to soon have a better sense 
of the Egypt soccer team he win 
pot oo the field in the World Cup 
chu^oQshipit t fr fc manner. 

Ia Its third warmup game for 
the spot’s premier tournament, 
Egypt plays Austria Wednesday, 
its fins real World Co p-ca li bre 
competition, U’s an important 
match for the squad, A1 Gohary 
said. 

“I’m striving to stabilise my 
team,” he told the Associated 
Press, to create “tire necessary 
hannony and cohesion among 
them. We need this, because 
we’re up against strong opposi- 
tion in our World Cup group-* 1 

Grouped with Egypt in July 
arc England, Holland and Ire- 
land- Bobby Robson, England's 
manager, watched Egypt's first 
two warmups, scoreless draws 
against Denmark and South 
Korea, and said afterward that 
Egypt is better than it used to be. 
He knows because of a 4*0 Eng- 
land victory in an international 
friendly at Cairo in 1986. 


Typically, A! Gobary, SI. 
Egypt's national coach since 
September 1988. likes to open 
with a first-driving offensive 
attack, build a quick lead, then 
settle into an almost conservative 
.defensive game to chore off the 
opponent. 

Such a game plan requires top 
oouditfonrag, which can be prob- 
lematical with older players like 

Egyptian stalwarts Ahmad Sho- 

bair, the goalkeeper, and defen- 
der Rabie Yassin, both 29; mid- 
fielder Mogdi Abdul Gham. 30; 
and forward Gamal Abdul 
Hamid, the team captain who at 
32 is the squad's oldest player. 

Bofo Robson and A1 Gahary 
saw in the Korea match that the 
Egyptians need to improve their 
conditions. While South Korea, 
also a World Cup side, never 
slowed down, Egypt "showed 
signs erf weariness.” A1 Gobary 
said. 

Thus, AJ Gohary has been 
emphasising conditioning, and af- 
ter 10 days the Austrian game 
“will be a serious and strong test 
of our team,” AJ Gohary said. 


Austria is "a strong selection that 
plays modem soccer and whose 
players have great skill. ... This 
match wiU be a touchstone for 
our team.” 

History is not on Egypt's side. 
Egyptian teams twice played 
sides from Austria asd twice lost, 
3-1 in Berlin in 1936 asd 143 in 
Cairo in 1960. Additionally, Au- 
stria is a frequent qualifier for the 
World Cup championships with 
seven appearances; Egypt’s sole 
trip was in the first cfaam- 

ptonshtps in 1934, and it tost to 
Hungary in tire first round, 4-2. 

Wednesday's game is Austria’s 
first warmup for the June 8-July 8 
World Cup finals, and Al Gohary 
said he’s seen the Austrians only 
on videotape. He's impressed. 

Nevertheless, Al Gohary looks 
forward to Wednesday’s match, 
saying Egypt's 0-0 draws in war- 
mup matches against so-so com- 
petition cannot be taken at face 
value. The first was against a 
Danish selection comp r is in g only 
players from that country's 
leagues and not from its stable of 
excellent exported talent. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The final 
tog of the Malaysia Interna- 
tional Air Race 1990 started 
Tuesday as tire participating 
aircraft took off from Amman 
heading for Paris. Sear Al 
Urdun (Falcon of Jordan), the 
Royal Jordanian aircraft, still 
maintains the toad in the race 
with 2 hours 45 minutes. 

The air race started on Feb. 
5, 1989, from Pars and will 
end in the French capital 

Wednesday Feb. 28. The race 
started with 13 competing 
planes, but on tire first day one 
plane withdrew because of 
landing gear problems. Dubai 
Victory, representing Dubai, 
withdrew later m Singapore 
because of technical problems 
with the vacuum pump, leaving 
Jordan the only Middle East- 
ern country to compete in the 




* \ 
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His Majesty King Hussein, 
accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, Sunday met crews taking 
part in the race and members 


Sxpr Al Urdus crew 

of the international commis- 
sions which organised the race. 
King Hussein congratulated 
the_ Jordanian crew on their 
achievements in the race. 

On Monday an awards cere- 
mony was held under the pat- 
ronage of His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal fbn AJ Hussein. 
The French crew received the 
first place award for winning 
the Dubai-Amman stage. 

The participating crews who 
arrived Saturday in Amman 
visited a number of historical 


and touristic sites in Jordan. 

During the flig ht from Dubai 
to Amman, the Falcon of Jor- 
dan lost one hour because of 
an emergency landing they had 
to make in Kuwait for re- 
fuelling. 

The Jordanian crew includes 
captain Eric Ledger, co-pilot 
Rakan Nasser and photo- 
grapher Mazen Fanous. 

The winner of the race will 
receive a cash prize of 100,000 
French francs. 



AC looks for Italian league, cup double 


Sports stars to appear on stamps 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — Four former Norwegian sports stars, 


(firectorate announced Tuesday. The four have all been Olympic 
and world champions. Tire others are speed skater Ivar Ballon- 
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HjaDis” Andersen. Andersen, who dominated the meed skating 
events at the 1952 Winter Olympic in Oslo, is the only one in the 
group who is alive. 

ll-S. changes training site 

ROME (AP) — The U.S. soccer team has changed its training 
camp for the 1990 World Cup, moving to a quiet seas i de town 
near Fisa from a busy Florence suburb, a spokeswoman for the 


Italian organising committee said Tuesday. The Americans, 
playing in their first World Cup in 40 years, have chosen Tirrema, 
on the Tyrrhenian coast 16 kilometres from Pisa, site of the famed 
le aning tower. They will use an Italian Olympic Committee 
t raining camp in Tfrrenia from June 1 through the first round of 
the competition, said Tuiaua Maestrelli of the 1990 World Cup 
organising committee. 

k 

Australia swim coach reappointed 

ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — Don Talbot, the Australian 
national coach who was criticised by his swimmers despite a 
team-record 21 gold medals at the Auckland Commonwealth 
Games, had bis c on tract extended Tuesday, officials said. A 
spokesman for Australia Swimming Inc., the governing body for 
swimming in the country, said Talbot would be coach of the 
national team up to and including the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. 
Hie 56-year-old Talbot led- the Australian team to a complete 
do minan ce over the Canadians and English at Auckland, the two 
teams that were expected to compete strongly with Australia for 
the 32 gold medals in the pool at the games. Following the 
Australian performances at Auckland, several swimmers said 
they were upset with Talbot's tough discipline and training 
programme. 

Joyner wants to start a family 


Reuter 

AC Milan starts the countdown 
to a possible league and cup 
double Wednesday when they 
travel to meet Juventus for the 
first leg of the Italian Cup final. 

Milan, who have a two-point 
league lead, look a safe bet for 
the Italian Cup. a trophy they 
have not won since 1977, and are 
also confident about their quar- 
terfinal against Mechelen of Bel- 
gium next month in their role as 
European Cup defenders. 

For Juventus, once the domi- 
nating force in Italian soccer, it is 
their first major final in four years 
and although the cup is low on 
AC Milan's list of priorities the 
Turin side know they face a for- 
midable obstacle. 

“It’s futile to think AC Milan 
mil be coming here with their 


WORLD CUP 


thoughts only on the European 
Cup tie.” Juventus trainer Dino 
Zoff said. "On the contrary, 
they’re ail fired up. The more 
they win, the more they want to 
win." 

Juventus forward Stefano 
Casiraghi predicted a tough 
match. “It won't be easy to stop 
Milan on their present form but 
we will try.” 

Neither side has major injury 
problems although Milan trainer 
Arrigo Saccbi is likely to rest 
some of bis key players ahead of 
the March 7 first leg of their 
European Cup fixture in Bel- 
gium. 

In the Spanish Cup, Real Mad- 
rid and Barcelona go into their 
semifinal second legtes Wednes- 
day with a one-goal advantage 
over Cadiz and Valencia respec- 
tively. 


The Catalans, however, face 
the more difficult task away to 
Valencia who last Sunday beat 
Real Zaragoza 1-0 away to re- 
main in third position in the 
league. 

Valencia make one vital 
change for the se mifinal with 
Manuel Sempere taking over 
from International goalkeeper 
Jose Ochotorena. 

Sempere is an expert penalty 
stopper who studies opposing 
strikers on videotape and mana- 
ger Victor Esparrago knows this 
could'be the key to a place in the 
final if the tie comes down to a 
shoot-out. 

Barcelona, who recently waved 
goodbye to any hope of w inning 
the championship, are under 
fierce pressure to win the cup in 
order to retrieve something from 
their season. 


Last Sunday they gave away a 
two-goal lead' at home to Real 
Sodedad to draw 2-2. 

Defending champions Real 
Madrid are on target for a league 
goalscoring record and struggling 
Cadiz, more interested in league 
points than in cup glory, should 
pose little threat. 

Monaco’s injury woes con- 
tinued when English striker Mark 
Hateley flew to London Monday 
night to visit his private doctor 
after injuring his Left ankle in 
Sunday's top league clash with 
French champions Marseille. 

Monaco played to a 2-2 draw at 
Marseille without six firsr team 
regulars. 

Hateley, who spent seven 
months recovering from an ankle 
injury last year, is now expected 
to miss next week's European 
Cup Winners' Cup tie. 


West Germans to rely on consistency 


Tuesday that she wants to start a family. Griffitb-Joyner is in 
Australia with her husband, triple jumper and hurdler Al Joyner, 
to present sports awards at banquets in Melbourne and Sydney. 
The 28-yeax-okJ Griffith- Joyner arrived for the conference dres- 
sed in a fawn-coloured outfit, carrying a bouquet of flowers and 
with each fingernail painted a different colour. Griffith-Joyner 
said she missed training and competing and would never forget 
her Olympic experiences. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

New deluxe roof fully furnished; consisting of 3 bedrooms, living 
room, sitting room, fully equipped kitchen, 3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun opposite Orthodox Club. 

For more I n fo rmati on please call 664802 from IhOO ajn. 
to 1:00 pjn. and from 4:00 to 9tf0 p.m. 


By Adrian Warner 

Reuter 

BONN — It is a sign of West 
Germany's confidence that their 
team chief Franz Beckenbauer 
can hand in his notice only a few 
months before the World Cup 
finals without sparking off a ma- 
jor controversy. 

After steering the national side 
through the qualifying rounds, 
Beckenbauer confirmed in De- 
cember he would quit after the 
finals in Italy to be replaced by 
assistant and former national 
team Mate Bern Vogts. 

Most countries would have 
avoided making public such a 
Change so close to the biggest 
event in world soccer for fear it 
might damage team morale. 

But, backed by years of World 
Cup success since they won the 
trophy for the first time in 1954, 
West Germany appear to possess 
an astonishing confidecoe that, 
whoever is in charge, they will 
continue to produce top-class 
sides. 

Vogts confirmed there would 
be few changes in the way the 
team would be run in the future 
and that he and Beckenbauer 
took a very similar view of fixings. 

“There is no need for panic. 


Nothing will change very much 
with Berti," said Wolfgang Niers- 
bach of the West German Soccer 
Federation (DFB). 

“The DFB has recently cele- 
brated its 90th birthday. In that 
time, it has had just seven presi- 
dents and five managers. That 
shows its continuity and stability. 
It is sad Franz will be going after 
Italy. But we have to get on with 
the job.” 

Such has been West Germany's 
consistency in the World Cup, 
they have an unrivalled post-war 
record. In nine appearances in 
the finals, they have reached the 
semifinals seven times, the final 
itself five times and won in 19S4 
and 1974. 

Beckenbauer, 44, has become 
synonymous with West Ger- 
many’s World Cup success. 

He was a 21-year-old midfiel- 
der in the team beaten 4-2 by 
England in the 1966 final, a key 
figure in the team which finished 
third in Mexico in 1970 and the 
captain and inspiration of the 
1974 winners. 

The Munich victory over the 
Netherlands was the second and 
last time the West Germans took 
the title although they were 


beaten finalists at the last two 
World Cups, losing to Italy in 
1982 and Argentina in 1986. 

The young side Beckenbauer 
has built for Italy is expected to 
match at least the previous record 
of reaching the quarterfinals of 
every World Cup they have en- 
tered. 

West Germany’s task has been 
made easier by a favourable draw 
in Ground D, based in Milan and 
Bologna, with Yugoslavia, Col- 
ombia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

With an average age of just 26, 
many of the squad that will make 
their World Cup home in a con- 
verted castle in Erba near Como, 
could still be in contention for 
places for the 1994 finals. 

Barring injury, they will also 
still have a few experienced beads 
to bring calm into the camp 

Bayern Munich Ubero Klaus 
A ugen thaler, midfielder Pierre 
Littbaiski and striker Rudi Voel- 
ler are likeW to be key members 
of the over-30s dub in Italy with 
captain Lothar Matthaeus, who 
will be 29, a member by his 
maturity if not age. 

Their experience is sure to help 
the youthnxl talents of players 


like striker Jurgen Klinsmann, 
25. and midfielders Olaf Thon. 
23. — if he wins his buttle with 
injury — and Thomas Haessler. 
23. 

Beckenbauer's squad will be 
physically strong and full of sta- 
mina and will also benefit from 
the Italian experience of Klins- 
mann and Matthaeus at Interna- 
tional Milan and Voeller at AS 
Roma. 

If Klinsmann can take his club 
form of the past few seasons into 
the finals he could be one of the 
stars of the tournament. 

Despite several problems with 
injuries, the West Germans al- 
ways looked comfortable in the 
European Group four qualifying 
group where they finished 
second, unbeaten, behind Euro- 
pean champions the Netherlands. 

The West Germans begin their 
warm-up games in February with 
a friendly against former Euro- 
pean champions France before 
three testing matches in the last 
six weeks before the finals against 
Uruguay, Czechoslovakia at De- 
nmark. 


FOR RENT 


Jordan 

Times 

Tel: 667171 


Furnished ground floor apartment in Shmeisanr, new 
building, new deluxe furniture and deluxe finishing; 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, separate big sitting room, dining 
room and reception, deluxe American Walnut kitchen and 
separate entrance, big garden and garage. 


Tel, 


between 10:00 &jn.-1:00 p.m. and 4-7 
pjn. 


FOR RENT 

To Arab and foreign missions 

An unfurnished brand-new super deluxe villa, consisting 
of two floors: the ground floor comprises spacious salons, 
large kitchen and bathroom; the second floor comprises 
three bedrooms, plus one master, and two bathrooms. 
Large and overlooking terraces, big garden. Beautiful 
location in Abdoun. 

Annual Rent JD 8000 

Please call the proprietor, Tel. 780641, 782951. 
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'MANY VILLAS AND> 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please can 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342. 682097 


WANTED 

f 

Live-in maid. 

PIgssg call No. 679988 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

One master bedroom, 2 further bedrooms, 3 salons, one 
dining room, 2 bathrooms, 3 balconies, central heating, 
servant quarter. Located in Shmeisani. Furnished in 
luxurious Italian furniture. Diplomatic communities and 
foreign companies are preferable. 

For more Inform at ion please call taL 685024. 


vacancy 

A company in Amman has a vacancy for a female 
book-keeper, newly graduated with a good knowledge of 
English language. 

Please call 690805 
Lulua Spinning & Weaving Factory. 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 
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Mandela arrives in Zambia, 
urges foreign aid for ANC 



LUSAKA (Agencies) - 7 - Black nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela traced leaders of lus exiled African 
National Congress (AN C) in Lusaka Tuesday at the 
start ofhfs first foreign trip since his release from 27 
years in Sooth African jails. 

Sooth Africa's white-led 
eminent released Mandela 
jail on Feb. 11- 
Several thousand ANC suppor- 
ters met Mandela at Lusaka air- 
port when his chartered Zambia 
Airways airliner landed from 
Johannesburg. Groups waved 
banners including one that said 
“your release is equal to a peo- 
ple’s victory.” 

Thousands more lined bis route 
from die airport* into the city, 
where he was to meet African 
leaders and senior Common- 
wealth representatives including 
Canadian Foreign Minister Joe 
dark. 

Mandela was accompanied 
from Johannesburg by ANC 
veteran Walter Sisulu and other 
former life prisoners as well as his 
wife Winnie, travelling abroad 
for the first time. 

Mandela, wearing a dark blue 
suit and maroon tie, bugged 
Kaunda, an arch opponent of 
South African apartheid and host 


Setting the tone for his first 
direct talks with the people who 
have run the guerrilla movement 
since he was jailed in 1962, Man- 
dela, 71, said recent reforms in 
South Africa had posed a chal- 
lenge to the ANC. 

And be appealed for interna- 
tional aid, including cash, to help 
the ANC respond to that chal- 
lenge. 

“As you know, the African 
National Congress has been un- 
banned,” Mandela told Zambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda, lead- 
ers of the so-called frontline 
states facing South Africa and 
ANC veterans who met Him at 
Lusaka airport. 

“But that development, as wel- 
come as it is, has brought us a 
host of problems which we cann ot 
address without resources,” be 
said. 

“We appeal to the internation- 
al community to provide us with 
the capital and other resources to 
undertake this reconstruction. ” 


to the ANC throughout -the last 
decade of its exile, at the end of a 
red carpet rolled to the foot of the 
aircraft stairs. 

He hogged leaden of other 
African states, including Zim- 
babwe, Mozambique, Angola 
and Botswana, .but his most emo- 
tional greetings were reserved for 
the acting president of the ANC, 
Alfred Nzo, and former ANC 
veteran militar y commander Joe 
Slovo. 

ANC President Oliver Tambo 
is recovering in Sweden from a 
brain seizure. Officials said the 
movement’s foreign affairs chief, 
Thabo Mbeiki, was unable to 
meet Mandela because be was 
held up by an air crew strike on 
his way bade from Europe. 

“1 am happy to be on Zambian 
soil because this is the country 
which has made it possible for us 
to continue our struggle,” Man- 
dela said in a tribute to Kaunda. 

Kaunda, 64, last saw Mandela 
before the ANC leader was jailed 
in 1962. 

Mandela commended Kaunda 
as a peacemaker who tried to 
persuade successive South Afri- 
can governments to open dia- 
logue with the ANC, which he 
said was committed to peace. 


But “if we are compelled to 
resort to arms... the responsibil- 
ity for this lies firmly on the 
shoulders of the government,” he 
said. 

To chants of “One Africa, one 
revolution,” Kaunda described 
Mandela as a freedom fighter and 
“a truly great son of Africa.” 

Tens of thousands of people 
lined the 25-kflometre route 
from Tjuaht airport to Kaunda’ s 
official residence, where Man dela 
will stay. Full-page advertise- 
ments in governmem-controlled 
newspapers had urged a strong 
turnout. 

The throng, including school 
children and church choirs, 
wafted in sweltering tropical sun- 
shine for several hours to catch a 
glimpse of the ANC leader. 

They waved green branches, a 
tr aditio nal African symbol of re- 
joicing, in the biggest public wel- 
coming since Pope John Paul ITs 
visit last May. 

Kaunda declared Tuesday a 
national holiday — Nelson Man- 
dela Day — arid factories offices 
and shops were dosed in Lusaka, 
a city of 1 million people that has 
seen numerous bomb attacks 
against ANC buildings- 


Warring Cambodian factions begin 
closed session in U.N. peace role 


JAKARTA (AP) — The latest 
Cambodian peace conference 
went into closed session Tuesday 
to study how the United Nations 
might administer the battered 
country and supervise free elec- 
tions. * 

Leaders of the waning Cambo- 
dian factions conferred directly 
for the first time on forma) prop- 
osals for a major U.N. role in 
arranging their future. 

Proposed by Australia and en- 
dorsed by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council — China, Britain, 
France, the Soviet Union and the 
United States — ft appears to 
offer the best current hope to end 
the 11-year-old conflict. 

As though warning against un- 
due optimism, however, Indone- 
sian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
stressed that the low-key talks 
were “an informal, preparatory 
meeting” offering “an improved 
chance of m akin g further prog- 
ress” ft and when suspended Paris 
peace talks are resumed. 

Those talks broke down over 
power-sharing proposals in a 
four-party interim government 
that would indude the Khmer 
Rouge. The radical Communist 
group seized power in Cambodia 
in 1975 and was ousted after 
Vietnam invaded in late 1978 and 
installed a new government. 

Khmer Rouge rule was a 
bloodbath. Hundreds of 
thousands of Cambodia's 8 mil- 
lion people died in executions, 
famine and civil unrest. 

Despite past rancor, the 
Khmer Rouge, the anti- Com- 


munist Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Front and followers of 
former head of state Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk formed a coalition 
in 1982 to wage guerrilla war 
against Vietnamese occupation 
forces. The coalition holds Cam- 
bodia’s seat in the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

Australia suggested an interim 
rale in which the United Nations 
would be responsible for moni- 
toring a ceasefire and assuring 
internal security by keeping the 
three guerrilla armies apart from 
rival Cambodian forces. It would 
have to block outside military 
assistance to the four factions and 
verify that all foreign troops — 
specifically the Vietnamese — 
had been withdrawn. 

The Jakarta talks opened 
Monday amid reports of fighting 
in northwest Cambodia, wife 
Vietnamese troops in action 
again to support Premier Hun. 
Sen's army. Vietnamese Foreign 
Munster Nguyen Co Thacfa de- 
nied there were any soldiers from 
iris country in Cambodia. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said a mid-level 
estimate for the Cambodian 
peace proposal was a cost of 
about $987 million for a year, or 
S1J billion for IS months. 

The warring parties generally 
accept a role for the United Na- 
tions in arranging elections. 
There is less agreement about its 
interim position. 

“The key to a political solu- 
tion of the Cambodian problem 
does not rest with the establish- 
ment of an interim administra- 


tion,” said Hun Sen. Dissolution 
of the present structure would 
lead to chaos, be told the confer- 


Meanwhile, a rebel spokesman 
said Tuesday Cambodian guerril- 
las held bade an advance by 
government troops despite re- 
ports that disputes among guerril- 
la factions had led China to cut 
arms supplies to non-Communist 
rebels. 

Fighters of the Khmer Rouge 
routed Monday an advance by 
300 government troops pushing 
north from Svay Chek, which the 
soldiers had seized Friday, to 
Thmar Pouk. 

“They (government troops) are 
scared of the Khmer Rouge,” 
said a spokesman for the National 
Sihano ukis t Army (ANS). 

Despite the Khmer* Rouge 
counter-attack, the government 
troops consolidated their hold on 
parts of north west ern Cambodia 
retaken from the KPNLF in a 
blitzkrieg last week. 

Cambodian government radio 
said 276 guerrillas were killed in 
the Feb. 14-23 offensive on Svay 
Chek, 180 wounded and 12 
captured. A large cache of muni- 
tions and 472 weapons were 
seized. 

The KPNLF turned down a 
Khmer Rouge offer of help in the 
defence of Svay Chek, the ANS 
spokesman said. 

The KPNLF says it is resisting 
Chinese pressure to cooperate 
mifitarily with the Khmer Rouge 
because of its bloody reputation. 
It has accused Peking of cutting 
off weapons supplies as punish- 
ment. 


WORLD NEWTS KN BRIEF 


Jackson will not run for mayor 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Jesse Jackson announced Monday be 
will not run for mayor of the “dispirited’' nation's capital but he 
refused to role out a third bid for the Democratic presidential 
no mination m 1992. “I want to continue to serve, but not as 
mayor,” said Jackson, the black U.S. civil rights activist, citizen 
diplomat and two-time presidential contender. “At present I 
believe that I may best serve by continuing work at a national 
level to change the direction of this country. You have to almost 
predict a rerun of ’88.” said John White, a former national party 
chairman who advised Jackson in the late stages of Ms 1988 
presidential bid. Jackson's political plans have been the subject of 
much conjecture since he moved to the District of Columbia last 
April. Speculation about a Jackson mayoral candidacy increased 
after Mayor Marion Barry's arrest last month on a cocaine 
possession charge and subsequent enrollment in a substance 
abuse treatment programme. 

'All drug use is immoral’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fewer than 2 per cent of Americans 
questioned in a new survey say they might try cocaine if it were 
legal, but 60 per cent say they think someone else would. 
Three-fifths of those questioned in the poQ released Tuesday by 
the Drug Policy Foundation said all drug use is immoral and 
should be illegal, while 35 per cent disagreed. And 55 per cent 
said they believe the Bush administration's war on dru^ is likely 
to reduce the drug problem, while 36 per cent favoured 
legalisation of less serious drugs along with an increase in drug 
treatment and education. When given the choice between 
providing treatment and counselling for drug users or punishing 
drug users with fines and-or imprisonment, 68 per cent favoured 
treatment and 21 per cent favoured punishment. “In rejecting the 
war on drug users and in choosing not to use drugs even if drugs 
were legal. Americans are saying, ‘make health, not war, 
foundation President Arnold S. Trebach said in a statement 
released with the survey. “Americans want to hdp their neigh- 
bours who abuse drugs. They do not want to imprison them,” 
Trebach said. 

Calcutta’s ‘stoneman’ strikes again 

CALCUTTA (R) — The stoneman, the serial killer of Calcutta, 
has struck for the 12th time, taking the life of another destitute 
street dweller in India's biggest city. “This killer must have an' 
uncanny sense of timing,” a detective said Tuesday. “Since the 
eariier murder in this area, poHce patrol it every 15 minutes.” The 

victim last week, smashing with a 


stoneman claimed his 11th victim 
stone the head of a pavement dweller near one of the city’s mam 
railway Despite the increased police patrols around the 

station, he struck there again early Monday, apparently taking 
advantage of a power cut in the area. 


Bush invites 
20 nations 
to global 
warming 
conference 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh has invited 
representatives of the world’s 
largest industrial nations to a 
mid-April conference in 
Washington on global warming 
and other environmental prob- 
lems. 

■ 

The conference, scheduled for 
April 17-18, will be “devoted to 
science and economics issues" 
involved in the controversy, 
according to a White House state- 
ment 

Bush, whose stance on global 
warming has been derided by 
environmentalists as pro-indus- 
try, had promised such a session 
after his December meeting in 
Malta with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

About 20 nations were united 
to the conference, fnrhirifng the 
world’s major industrial powers 
such as the Soviet Union, and 
several nations with large land 
masses, such as Brazil, a 
China was not invited. 

During his 1988 . 

i, Bush cited “increasing 



evidence" that the Earth’s atmos- 
phere was heating up because of 
the so-called “greenhouse effect” 
and promised to couvne a glob- 
al conference to fmd ways of 
dealing with the problem. 


In a speech that provoked 
widespread criticism from Ins au- 
dience, Bush told an internation- 
al conference on climatic change 
earlier tins month that "onr poli- 
cies must be consistent with eco- 
nomic growth 


Seou I 

opposition 
calls for 
new 

elections 

SEOUL (AP) — Opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Jung Tuesday 
called for a general election to let 
voters judge the fairness of a 
recent merger of President Roh 
The-Woo’s governing Democra- 
tic Justice Party (DIP) with two 
opposition groups. 

Speaking before the National 
Assembly as head of the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, Kim 
proposed that elections for 
national legislators be held in 
conjnnction with local autonomy 
elections, tentatively scheduled 
for June. 

Kim called the three-party 
merger a ‘’political coup d’etat” 
and “a breach of contract” with 
voters who had voted for legisla- 
tors whose political parties no 
longer exist 

The next regular general elec- 
tion is not scheduled until 1992. 

Park Hee-Tae, spokesman for 
the governing party, said Kim's 
call for elections would create 
confusion. 

. “We are convinced that the 
merger is supported by the peo- 
ple and is the way to save the 
country” he said. 

■ Rob’s party formally disbanded 
earlier this month to form a new 
giant governing party with the no. 
2 o pp osition Reurtifiction Demo- 
cratic Party, led by Kim Young- 
Sam, and the no. 3 opposition 
New Democratic Republican Par- 
ty, headed by Kim Jong-Pfl. 

Roh and the two Kims said the 
merger was necessary to achieve 
political, social and economic star 
bflity by ending a strie-tom four- 
party system. 

In the last elections, in 1988, 
Roll’s parly lost its majority in 
parliament and Ktm Dae- Jung’s 
party emerged as the no. 1 
opposition force. 

The three-party merger left 
Kim Dae-Jung’s party as the sole 
minority party, while the new 
ruling Democratic Liberal Party 
controls more than two-thirds of 
the 299-seat National Assembly 



Jean Ponce Enrile 

Enrile 

arrested 

MANILA (AP) — Opposition 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile snrren- 
derd to police Tuesday after he 
and six others were indicted on 
rebellion charges in connection 
with December’s failed bid to 
oust President Corazon Aquino. 

Enrile left the senate chamber 
with agents of the National 
Bureau of Investigation, who 
served him an arrest warrant 
charging him with “rebellion with 
murder” and harbouring fiigi- 


The former defence mmistex 
has denied any role in the Moody 
Dec. 1-9 coup attempt and ac- 
cused the government of fabricat- 
ing charges to sHence the opposi- 
tion. 

“X am submitting myself to the 
arresting officer in order not to 
inconvenience any more the sen- 
ate,” he told reporters. “Hereon, 
I am already in custody.” 

Others indicted Tuesday in- 
cluded former Lt.-CoI. Gregorio 
“Gringo” Honasan, Cagayan 
Provincial Gov. Rodolfo 
Aguinaldo, retired Brig.-Gen. 
Felix Browner, retired Lt.-Col. 
Billy Bibit, businessman Rebecca' 
PanfiKo and Ms wife. 

They were the first civilians 
indicted in the coup attempt, the 
sixth and bloodiest attempt to 
unseat Aquino since die took 
office in the 1966 uprising that 
toppled the late President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. 

Enrile led the February 1986 
military mutiny that triggered the 
“people power” uprising Aquino 
rode to power. But Aquino fired 
Enrile as. defence minister in 
November 1966 after a failed 
coup by his followers. 

Charges against Enrile stem 
from statements by witnesses who 
claimed they saw Honasan and 
about 100 rebels at the senator’s 
home on the first day of the coup 
attempt. Emile claims he has not 
seen Honasan since 1987. 

‘‘What we are witnessing today 
is the effective operation of our 
c rimin al justice system under a 
constit u tional democracy,” pres- 
idential press secretary Tomas 
Gomez told reporters in 
announcing the indictments. 
“Grimes have been committed, 
criminals have been identified, 
and therefore, cases have to be 
filed.” 

Hours after Gomez’s 
announcement, Entile appeared 
at the senate and in a speech to 
Ms colleagues said: “The regime 
of President Corazon Aquino has 
marshalled all its forces in fabri- 
cating charges against me in order 
to silence the voice of the opposi- 
tion in this chamber.” 

“As I leave you today, I pledge 
to you that no jafl or prison wiM 
stop me from trying my best to 
voice the grievances of the Filipi- 
no people,” he added. 

Enrile, who as Marcos’ defence 
minister ordered the arrest of 
thousands during martial law 
from 1972 until 1981, then surren- 
dered to NBI Director Alfredo 
Lam and two other agents. 

Earlier Tuesday, Enrile told 
radio station DZXL that if he 
were charged, he would appeal to 
the supreme court to overturn the 
indictment. 


Kaifu reelected premier 


TOKYO (AP) — Prime Minister 
TosMki Kaifu was reelected to 
japan’s highest gove r nment post 
Tuesday, and immediately began 
efforts to form a cabinet that will 
reflect Ms new-found political 
mosde. 

Kaifu bowed as bis formal 
rejection was proclaimed after a 
vote in the Lower House of Par- 
liament and hailed by a round of 
applause and 


Of 508 valid votes cast in the 
512-seat chamber, Kaifu won 
286, bis closest rival, Socialist 
Party Chairwoman Takako Doi, 
received 246 votes. Kaifu needed 
255 votes for a majority. 

Immediately after the Lower 
House vote, Kaifu rushed off 
wi t h o u t comment to meet party 
leaders to work out a cabinet 
lineup. 

In the 252-seat Upper House, 
which is controlled by the opposi- 
tion, Kaifu failed to win a dear 
majority in the first round of 
voting, but won in a run-off with 
111 of the 246 votes cast. Ms. Doi 
Garnered 91 votes, and 44 ballots 
were left blank. 

The decision of the Lower 
House is final, as the chamber by 


law cam name a prime minister 
wife or without fee assent of the 
Upper House, but the lack of 
consensus is rare. When Kaifu 
fust assumed office six montfs 
ago, he was fee first prime minis- 
ter in 41 years who was not 
nominated by both houses. 

Both bouses were convened 
Tuesday for a special 120 -day 
session, the first since Kaifu 
steered his Liberal Democratic 
Party through difficult elections 
for the Lower House cm Feb. 18. 

The cabinet resigned en masse 
earlier Tuesday, paving fee way 
for Kaifu to conduct a shakeop 
after completing last-minute 
negotiations wife other party 
leaders. 

Karfa is expected to reappoint 
Finance Minis ter Ryutaro Haste- 
moto and Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama to continue their work 
on revising an unpopular new 
sales tax and g aywg trade friction 
wife riif - United States. 

Party officials also say chief 
cabinet secretary Mayumi 
Moriyazna will be replaced by 
MIsoji Sakamoto. Moriyama, 
who had never held a cabinet 
position, before, was the first 
woman to hold the key post. 


World hails Chamorro 
victory , praises Ortega 


i 


WASHINGTON (R) — Foreign 
opinion has generally welcomed 
fee upset victory by Nicaraguan 
opposition leader Violets Cha- 
morro and praised Sandinista 
President Daniel Ortega for 
pledging to respect fee voters’ 
verdict 

.Perhaps no world leader was 
happier than U.S. President 
George Bush, who' said: “Any 
friend of democracy can take 
heart in the fact feat Violeta 
Chamorro won the election.” 

“The election process, by all 
accounts free and fair, is a credit 
to tiie people of Nicaragua, who 
chose to determine their nation’s 
future at the ballot box,” he said. 

Bush seemed to go out of Ms 
way to extend an olive branch to 
Ortega, whom he once fikened to 
a dmrik Hie Reagan and Bosh 
administrations have railed 
against Sandinista Nicaragua, im- 
posed economic sanctions, and 
backed the contra rebels. 

“The people of Nicaragua and 
the cause of democracy have won 
an imp r e ssive and important vic- 
tory today,** ex-Presioent Ronald 
Reagan said in a statement. The 
biggest scandal in his administra- 
tion, the Iran-contra affair, arose 
in part because of secret diversion 
of funds to the contra rebels. • 

U-N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar praised the vote 
as a major step towards Central 
American peace. 

Ortega's government “de- 
serves warm commendations for 
having convened these elections 
ahead of schedule, having sub- 
mitted to the test of the people’s 
win, and accepting the verdict of 
the ballot box,” be said in a 
statement. 

Priminent South American 
leaders congratulated Chamorro 
and praised the defeated Saudi- ' 
nistas for upholding democracy. 

“The elections represent a 
milestone in fee history of Nicar- 
agua and of all Central America. 
They have enormously streng- 
thened democracy in fee conti- 
nent and we foresee a promising 
future...” Argentine President 
Carlos Menem said in a message 
to Chamorro. 

El Salvador, a dose U.S. ally 
which accuses the sandinistas of 
aiding leftist Salvadorean rebels, 
also expressed satisfaction at 
Chamorro’s victory and said it 
might help peace pr os pects in El 
Salvador. 

But government spokesman 
Maurido Sandoval ateo spoke 
admiringly of Ortega’s “political 


maturity” in defeat. 

In Miami, home to around 
150,000 Nicaraguan exiles, anti- 
Sandinista leaders expressed 
hopes about a homecoming. 

“The Nicaraguan people have 
triumphed by ousting fee Saudi- 
nistas wife their vote,” said Aiis- 
tedes Sanchez, a leader of the 
Nicaraguan resistance based in 
Miami. 

Ed Panama, second vice-presi- 
dent Guillermo Ford said: “God 
bless Violeta.” Ford was an 
opposition candidate in polls last 
May annulled by General Manuel 
Noriega, later deposed in the 
December U.S. invasion. 

In Honduras, U.S.-backed 
contras said they would not give 
up their arms until the Sandinista 
government sur rendered “total 
power” — including military 
power — to Chamorro. 

“We aie going to maintain our 
positions while we wait for them 
to accept fee surrender erf total 
power to Violeta Chamorro,” 
said Commander Oscar Soval-. 
barro. 

British ^Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said: “This is good 
news for Nicaragua, for Latin 
America; for everybody.” 

France’s ruling Socialists 
reacted cooly to Chamorro, not- 
ing that the Sandinistas bad been 
forced to concentrate on defence 
at the expense of its social wel- 
fare. But Spam’s Socialist govern- 
ment offered to help Chamorro 
rebuild. 

Sweden’s Social Democratic 
government attributed the out- 
come to a desire for change by “a 
people accustomed to life’s 
hardships” and said it would not 
affect foreign aid, budgeted at 
$37.6 million for the 1990/91 fis- 
cal year. 

In Norway, generally sym- 
pathetic to the Sandinistas, Fore- 
ign Minis ter KjdJ Magne Bonde- 
vik said: “It is now decisive that 
die result of the vote is also 
followed and respected.. some- 
thing I believe wfll happen.” 

Adolfo Catero, one of fee ori- 
ginal leaders of the Nicaraguan 
resistance, said the vote meant an 
end to right years of fighting 
between the Sandinista army and 
U.S.-supported contra rebels. 
The fighting killed about 30,000 
people. 

“Now that the door to demo- 
cracy has been opened, now we 
do not need troops on either 
side,” Calero told reporters at his 
Miami office. 


37 killed as another gale hits Europe 


the 

160 


LONDON (AP) — The second 
most severe storm of the winter 
claimed 37 lives in seven Euro- 
pean countries, flooded and 
blacked-out parts of Britain and 
continued to disrupt road and raft 
links TUesday, authorities said. 

Fourteen deaths were reported 
in Britain, seven in France, seven 
in West Germany, five in Bel- 
gium, two in East Germany and 
one each in Ireland and 
Netherlands as winds Mt - 
kilometres pear hour Monday. 

In Ireland, residents had more 
than wfld weather to worry. Four 
circus tigers escaped whoa then- 
cage was blown over near 
Drogheda during Monday’s 
storm. The ani ma ls were later de& 
rounded up. 

Shipping in the English Chan- 
nel and the Irish Sea continued 
to be badly disrupted Tuesday by 
strong winds. 

Monday’s storm whs the 
second big storm to hit Europe 
since Jan, 25, when 95 people 
were lolled by a gale with winds 
up to 170 kilometres per hour. A 
storm that lashed southern Eng- 
land on Feb. 7 with winds up to 
130 kilometres per hour left two 

AmA 

In Britain, Monday’s victims 


included a driver whose bus Mt a 
fatten tree, a man killed by a 
collapsing chimney .and a woman 
hit by a roof slate. 

Id the North Wales neighbouring 
seaside towns of Towyn and Kin- 
mel Bay, police and rescue work- 
ers evaoiated 2,000 people from 
their homes after waves opened 
up a hole 180 metres wide in the 
sea walk Water up to 1.5 metres 
deep poured throughout the 
streets, Gooding homes and cut- 
ting power and telephone links. 

Rescuers used boats, helicop- 
ters, fire engines, buses and 
police vehicles to carry people to 
emergency ce n tres set up on high- 
er ground by social service agen- 


Tbe assistant chief constable of 
North Wales, John Owen, 
people in fee evacuation centres 
should prepare to stay in them for 
several days because of expected 
high tides during the week. 

Homes bordering the Bristol 
Channel in western England were 
flooded, many roads and railroad 
tracks were blocked by fallen 
trees, and more than 125,000 
homes is the Thames Valley near 
London, in South Wales, in east 
and southeast En gland and in 
Northern Ireland were without 


power Monday. 

ha West Germany's northern 
port city of Hamburg, a woman 
and her two children were injured 
when a large billboard fell on 
them, and a crane was blown 
over, damagwig dock buildings. 

Another crane was blown over 
at the Neu Isenbnrg near Frank- 
furt in central Hesse state, killing 
the operator. 

The storm spoiled West Ger- 
many’s Rose Monday pre-tent 
carnival, when crowds tradi- 
tionally parade through city 
streets in fancy dress accompa- 
nied by decorated floats. 

Strong winds wrecked 12 floats 
in Duesseldorf, Bonn’s parade 
was cancelled and in Mainz 
250,000 people — 100,000 fewer 
than expected — paraded in rain? 
soaked carnival cost um es. 

The dead in France included a 
3-year-old girl killed by a falling- 
branch in Aveates-Sur-Helpes in 
the north of fee country. In raris, 
a man was killed by a fctKwg wall 
and a 17-year-oki was killed bya 
damming door. 

In the Belgian port of 
Antwrip, a boat sank after a 
15-ton crane dropped onto the 
vessel, injuring seven! people. 


All ships remained in port in 
B e l giu m's North Sea. harbours 
Monday and train traffic to the 
Netherlands was interrupted. 

At Amsterdam’s ScMphol Air- 
port, the Netherlands’ flag carrier 
KLM said ft suspended 15 inter- 
national flights Monday. Seven 
people were hurt at a pre-lent 
carnival in the southern town of 
Seek when a Mg tent Mew down. 

Storm damage to overhead 
power lines halted Netherlands’ 
rail traffic on three local lines anH 
fee international link with Bel- 
gium, the government-owned 
railroad company said. Two 
bridges l inking the southern and 
northern parts of the country 
were dosed because of storm 
danger, police said. 

Tne British government's 
meteorological office responsible 
for weather forecasting said there 

was nothing abnormal about the 
storms. 

"There have been 10 compara- 
ble periods of destructive gales 
recorded over the past 38 years’* 
it said m a statement. 

fr said Monday’s storm origin, 
ated off the eastern seaboard of 
fee United States when cold air 
from the Arctic collided wife 
warmer moist air from the 



Editor challenged 
to a dual 

MONTEVIDEO (R) — An Uni- 
goayan notice inspector and a news- 
paper editor have been given 
permission by the government to 
fight a duel to the death- A 1920 
law allows dozens of fee South 
American country to fight duds, 
provided they get official sanc- 
tion. Pistols are the only weapons 
approved to settle affairs of hon- 
our. The government has drawn a 
barrage of criticism from politi- 
cians, labour leaders and others 
for allowing a duel betweeen a 
civilian and a serving policeman. 
The last legal duel took place in 
1971, and the government has 
since then tamed down all re- 
quests for permission to duel. 
The challenge was issued by 
Assistant Police Chief Saul 
Qaveria to Federico Fassano, 
editor of the daily La Republics, 
who had run a story linking 
Qaveria to a smuggling case. 
Fassano has said he wiQ not re- 
tract the story and he planned to 
announce whether he will accept 
fee challenge. “CJaveria’s 
seconds demanded immediate 
satisfaction, asking me to retract 
what we published. I'm not re- 
canting. X stood by the story and I 
told them I had proof,” said 
Fassano, an editor wbo habitually 
embraces leftist causes. One of 
fee last recorded duels was fought 
by Uruguay’s president, Julio 
Maria Sanguinetti, whose term 
expires Thursday. 

Rocky statue loses 
art museum battle 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — It 
took three guys using a diamond- 
edged power saw and a jackham- 
mer- to knock Rocky Balboa off 
bis feet. The crew worked for 
more than two hours to separate 
the 2.6-metre bronze likeness of 
the city's fictitious boxer from the 
steps of the Philadelphia Museum 
erf Art, which has repeatedly in- 
sisted it doesn't want the statue. 
A lawyer for ‘Rocky’ creator 
Sylvester Stallone pledged to 
fight to get the statue, a movie 
prop, a permanent home atop the 
museum steps. In the original 
’Rocky*, which won Best Picture 
and Best Director Academy 
Awards in 1976, Stallone's Bat 
bao character ran up the 
museum’s stone steps in triompl 
while training for a fight Tm 
statue had been moved to tiu 
museum from the spectrun 
sports arena for the filming o 
Stallone’s latest ‘Rocky’ movie 
’Rocky V* Faming of ‘Rocky V 
ended here Friday, and the 
museum insisted the movie pn> 
duceis move Stallone’s likeness 
After separating the 363-titogran 
me statue from the base, worker 
used a crane to lift it onto a truck 
Fans protested fee move. Ever 
Mayor W. Wilson Goode sup 
ported leaving the statue at t hi 
museum. But museum official 
have noted the statue’s disprop 
ortionately large feet and overaJ 
small size relative to the museut 
in saying ft was not an appropriaa 
home. 

U.S. court keeps 
gay soldier ban 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Tb 
supreme court has left intact tit 
U.S. military’s general ban o 
homosexuals serving in the arm 
and navy. The court, witftoi 
comment, rejected appeals by 
woman denied reenustment i 
the army reserve in Wiscons 
because she is a lesbian and 
Californian man released froi 
navy- active duty because he 
gay. The action was not a rulir 
cm the legality of fee military ba 
but simply a summary rejectic 
of the appeals. The justices di 
not preclude the possibility th- 
in some future case they w 
agree to review the policy towai 
homosexuals. 


Global 

wea ther 

(major world cities) 


AMSnBBMM.- 

ATHENS 

aAWlWL___ 
BANGKOK 


CAIRO 

CHICAGO 

COPENHAGEN 
FRANKFUfrr._. 
GENEVA ........... 

HONGKONG- 

ISTANBUL 

LONDON 

LOS ANGELES 

MADRID 

MECCA 


ML MUL 
T T «C *F 

03 3T 06 43 
0B 4S 20 68 
15 5B 20 68 
as 79 33 91 
14 57 23 73 

10 SO 22 72 
-10' T4 00 32 

02 36 09 48 

03 37 14 57 
09 48 15 59 

11 52 13 55 


-Rain 


Ooudv 


Ram 

CKM* 

Rah 


06 43 
05 41 


13 55 
10 50 


C fc>A 


13 56 23 73 
06 43 2i 70 
12 54 29 84 


Ctotf 


MONTREAL -21 -06 -13 09 

MOSCOW 07 46 15 59 


tCW DELHI 
NEW YORK- 
PAR® 


SnWET 

TOKYO. 

VI8WA-. 

X — IntBBefasiifewiB information. 


12 54 23 73 
-13 08 -05 23 

06 43 16 81 
09 48 IS 61 
20 66 26 79 

07 43 10. SO 
M 40 10 50 


CtoA 

Ob& 

dart 


X 

CM 

Court 

FUR 

8* 







